“It would be a great pleasure to me, therefore, if you could come to the Continent with me.”
Sherlock Holmes, The Final Problem

Members of the Society at the Reichenbach Falls, May 1991
Source: Sherlock Holmes Society of London

Reichenbach Revisited

The Sherlock Holmes Society of London returns to Switzerland!

Thursday, 30 April to Monday, 4 May 2026

One of the fixed points in the long history of our Society has been pilgrimages to Switzerland to
locations of the many Swiss references in the Canon. Every participant impersonates a
character from a Sherlock Holmes story and travels in Victorian costume, truly living the time
when itis always 1895. The first such adventure took place in 1968. Others followed in 1978,
1987, 1988, 1991, 2005 and 2012.

These expeditions attracted Sherlockians from around the globe. They featured the unveiling of
the Sherlock Holmes Statue sculpted by our member John Doubleday in 1988 and the opening
of the Sherlock Holmes Museum in Meiringen in 1991, in which our former Chairman and
President, the late Tony Howlett, was a driving force. These pilgrimages created friendships that
became the cement of our Society, the clay to make the bricks, to paraphrase Sherlock Holmes.

As part of the 2026 festivities to celebrate the 75" anniversary of the Society, Council has
decided to return to Switzerland with a new pilgrimage, the first in a decade and a half. The 5-
day journey will offer an exciting programme beginning in Lausanne and ending in
Meiringen. In accordance with our tradition, participants will each bring to life a character
of a Sherlock Holmes adventure and will travel in Victorian costume (costume is required
for the entirety of the trip). Participants must be members of the Society.’

Due to popular demand, we were able to raise the number of participants of up to 60, but places
continue to sell quickly. Our aim is to provide excellent quality of accommodation and a
wonderful experience at a sensible price. We have also decided to offer payment in instalments
for the convenience of members.

We hope that you will be able to join us!

"If you are not a member yet, consider joining us now! Please check out our website The Sherlock Holmes Society of London |
Membership. Membership costs vary between £ 30.-per person and £ 50.- per couple per year.
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Programme

As of July 2025 - as always, the programme is subject to change
Thursday, 30 April 2026 - in costume for the evening event
Individual travel to Lausanne

Welcome by the Chairman of the Sherlock Holmes Society - Presentation of the
extraordinary collection of the Fondation Sir Arthur Conan Doyle — Evening
organized by the Suisse Romande Society of Holmesian Studies - Aperitif and
dinner in the beautiful old town of Lausanne

From left to right: detail of a Swiss hotel poster by J.E. Muller of the Carlton Hotel in Lausanne, builtin 1906, our home
during our stay in Lausanne (Hotel Carlton Lausanne | Official Website | Lausanne); The Hotel Agora Swiss Night
(Agora Swiss Night by Fassbind - Hotels By Fassbind, Lausanne, Geneva & Zurich); A view of the old town of Lausanne
- with the Cathedral in the foreground — where we will spend the evening (Official website of Lausanne Tourism —
Lausanne Tourisme - Official Website).

During the day Individual journey to Lausanne: Geneva is the nearest international
airport, and Lausanne is easy to reach via Swiss Federal Railways.
See further details below to find out how to reach Lausanne.

By 15.00 Check in at your hotel, either the 4-star Carlton Lausanne Boutique
Hotel, or the 4-star Hétel Agora Swiss night. Both hotels are a few
minutes’ walk or an easy 1-stop ride on the iconic Lausanne Metro
from each other. Both hotels are within easy to reach via public
transport from the Lausanne railway station.

15.00-17.30 Welcome at Carlton Lausanne Boutique Hotel by the Chairman of
the Sherlock Holmes Society, Calvert Markham, and — although we
do not stay at the H6tel National — M. Moser, “the well-known
manager”.

Lausanne based Sherlockian and Doylean Laurence Pernet will
present to us the history and highlights of the collection Fondation
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle which has its home at the Bibliotheque
Cantonale et Universitaire of Lausanne.

Laurence reorganised these archives in 2021-2022 and is the 2025
winner of the Tony and Freda Howlett Literary Award. She will offer
us a rare insight into this world-renowned collection which houses
unique manuscripts, documents and artefacts.



https://www.carltonlausanne.com/en/
https://byfassbind.com/hotel/agora-swiss-night-by-fassbind/
https://www.lausanne-tourisme.ch/en/
https://www.lausanne-tourisme.ch/en/

The location of this presentation will be confirmed at a later stage,
due to ongoing construction works at the Lausanne library.

Evening

We ascend by the Lausanne Metro to the old town of Lausanne
which offers commanding views of the Lac Léman.

Our members Vincent Delay, President of the Suisse Romande
Society for Holmesian Studies and curator of the Sherlock Holmes
Museum in Lucens, and Nicolas Regamey, master typographer and
printer, are the masters of the ceremonies for the

first evening of our pilgrimage.

The evening starts with an apéritif in Nicolas’ atelier with its vintage
printing presses where the time is always 1895. We expect some
revelations about Holmes’ little monograph on the typewriter and
typos.

We finish the first day of our pilgrimage with dinner in a typical bistro
in the old town of Lausanne and return to our hotels by the
Lausanne Metro.

Friday, 1 May 2026 - in costume

Curator’s tour of the Sherlock Holmes Museum in Lucens - Private visit to the
Chateau de Lucens - Travelling through the vineyards of Lavaux - Aperitif on the
barque La Vaudoise - Dinner in Ouchy, along the magnificent lake promenade of

Lausanne

From left to right: Reconstruction of the sitting room of 221b Baker Street in the original museum at Chateau de
Lucens, www.221b.ch. The majestic Chateau de Lucens (Le Chateau - Chateau de Lucens). Not the Gloria Scott, but
the barque La Vaudoise (Bienvenue a bord).

07.30-09.30

Breakfast at your hotel

Morning into the
afternoon

For Friday and Saturday, we have engaged our own special, two
comfortable vintage coaches from the 1950s. Our first journey will
take us through the charming countryside of the Canton de Vaud to
Lucens.



http://www.221b.ch/
https://chateaudelucens.ch/le-chateau/
https://pirates-ouchy.ch/

Vincent Delay, curator of the museum, will give us a guided tour of
the Sherlock Holmes Museum in Lucens, which was originally
housed at the Chateau de Lucens, opened by Adrian Conan Doyle in
1966.

This will be followed by an aperitif at the Chateau de Lucens itself.
We will have the privilege of being hosted by today’s owner who will
give us some rare insights into the place where Adrian Conan Doyle
lived from 1965 - 1970.

We enjoy lunch in Lucens and then make our way back to Lausanne
through the magnificent vineyards of Lavaux.

Mid-afternoon We arrive at Ouchy for a vin d’honneur and special ceremony. The
Major of the Free Borough of Ouchy bestows the Ouchy passport on
Sherlock Holmes.

The program starts with an aperitif on the barque La Vaudoise — a
traditional transport boat from the 19th century — which today is
carefully run by the Brotherhood of the Pirates of Ouchy. Watch out
for Black Peter.

Evening We enjoy dinner in a traditional bistro in Ouchy. As we are still in
Lausanne, where Lady Frances Carfax was last seen, ladies please
beware of seemingly trustworthy reverends!

We further explore Ouchy, the heart of Lausanne’s magnificent lake
promenade.

We return to our hotels by vintage coach.

Saturday, 2 May 2026 - in costume

Visit of the Charles Chaplin Museum at Vevey - Meander in the Golden Pass Belle
Epoque train along the Swiss alps from Montreux to Zweisimmen - Travel in vintage
coaches along Lake Thun and Lake Brienz to Meiringen - Official welcome in
Meiringen — Begin of our sojourn at the Hotel Englischer Hof (Parkhotel du Sauvage)

From left to right: Charles Chaplin Museum (Chaplin's World - Welcome ). The Golden Pass Belle Epoque train from
Montreux to Zweisimmen (MOB - GoldenPass). Our home in Meiringen Home - Haslital Tourismus, the Parkhotel du
Sauvage, immortalized as the Hotel Englischer Hof in The Final Problem (Parkhotel du Sauvage).



https://www.chaplinsworld.com/en
https://www.mob.ch/en/
https://haslital.swiss/de/
https://sauvage.ch/

07.30-09.30

Breakfast at your hotel

Morning and lunch

We either depart by paddle steamer from Lausanne to Vevey and
from there to the Charles Chaplin Museum by our two comfortable
vintage coaches from the 1950s; or directly from the hotels in
Lausanne to the Charles Chaplin Museum by our vintage coaches.

The world-famous actor spent the last 25 years of his life in Manoir
de Ban which opened as a museum in 2016. A modern purpose-
built museum allows visitors to experience original film decors, and
a multi-media theatre celebrates the career of Charles Chaplin.

We currently discuss with the museum how to find a way to pay
tribute to one of Charles Chaplin’s first prominent roles: as Billy the
page in the drama Sherlock Holmes starring William Gillette in
London in 1901.

We enjoy lunch at the Charles Chaplin Museum before we proceed
by vintage coaches to Montreux where we board the Golden Pass
Belle Epoque train.

Afternoon

The Belle Epoque Golden Pass train composition, reminiscent of the
golden age of travelling by train, makes our journey to Zweisimmen a
unique experience.

Departing Montreux, the Golden Pass first meanders along Lac
Léman before it travels through the Gruyeére district, then along the
magnificent Pays-d’Enhaut, via Gstaad to Zweisimmen, always
accompanied by majestic Swiss alpine scenery.

At the end of the afternoon, we arrive in Zweismmen where we re-
join our vintage coaches. From Zweisimmen, we travel by coach
through the Lower Simmenthal valley, then along the Lake of Thun
and Lake of Brienz to Meiringen.

Evening

We arrive in Meiringen where we are welcomed by our partners,
Haslital Tourism, the Meiringen authorities and other friends from
Meiringen who, over the past many decades, have welcomed our
Society with open arms.

The details of our evening programme are being discussed, but we
expect to have a reception at the Sherlock Holmes Museum
followed by dinner in Meiringen.

Our home during our two days in Meiringen is the Parkhotel du
Sauvage, Arthur Conan Doyle’s choice for the Hotel Englischer Hof.




Sunday, 3 May 2026 - in costume

Reichenbach Day! - Re-enactment of the battle between Sherlock Holmes and
Professor Moriarty at the Reichenbach Falls - Lamentation meal - possible visit to
Rosenlaui - Village festivities to celebrate the return of Sherlock Holmes - A new
character in the story of Holmes and Meiringen should be revealed!

From left to right: ascending the Reichenbach Falls by cog railway (Home - Haslital Tourismus). The fatal battle and
Sherlockians mourning the “death” of Sherlock Holmes (www.sherlock-holmes.org.uk)

07.30-09.30 Breakfast at the Parkhotel du Sauvage
Morning We ascend the Reichenbach Falls by the famous Reichenbach cog
railway.

Reichenbach Day is one of the highlights of our pilgrimage. It
involves the re-enactment of the epic battle between Sherlock
Holmes and Professor James Moriarty at the Reichenbach Falls, a
lamentation meal and — we hope - a visit to Rosenlaui.

Afternoon We return to Meiringen by coach where we will join a series of village
festivities to celebrate Reichenbach Day and — of course! —the
return of the Sherlock Holmes Society of London.

The details of this part of our stay in Meiringen are being finalised
with Haslital Tourism.

Evening The evening programme in Meiringen is currently being discussed
with Haslital Tourism. It might involve a crime & mystery dinner and
the screening of a Sherlock Holmes movie at the local cinema.



https://haslital.swiss/de/
http://www.sherlock-holmes.org.uk/

Monday, 4 May 2026 - not in costume

“It is with a heavy heart” - Au revoir and come again soon!

07.30-10.00 Breakfast at the Parkhotel du Sauvage

After breakfast Alas, itis time to say good-bye. All good times come to an end.
Participants return home based on their own travel arrangements or
continue onwards to enjoy exploring other corners of beautiful

Switzerland.

Au revoir and let’s hope that we return to Switzerland soon again!

Organisers

Our Society’s Council has put together a working committee of members who have extensive
experience of organising Society excursions in the UK as well as the conferences in Switzerland
organized by the Reichenbach Irregulars of Switzerland (which some members of the Society
have joined in recent years) and past pilgrimages.

We have a growing number of partners helping to make this pilgrimage possible, from private
donors to our fellow Sherlockians of the Suisse Romande Society of Holmesian Studies, our
three 4-star hotels; the local authorities in Lucens; Haslital Tourism and the local authorities of
Meiringen; as well as Cars Alpins from Cottens, Fribourg, for the vintage coaches.

How to get in touch with the organisers: the following email address should be used for all
queries: petersteiler@sherlock-holmes.org.uk .

Prices per person, what is included, what is not included

Per person in a double bedroom - £ 1,330.-

The price per person includes accommodation at 4-star hotels, meals as per the programme
(full board) as well as all the activities and trips (coach, train, etc.) as outlined above. The price
includes the local tourism taxes. Although Switzerland is not inexpensive, we believe that we
offer a fair balance between price and quality.

Although the organisers do not allocate the occupancy of double bedrooms, if you wish to share
to cut costs please advise the organisers. We try our best to put you in touch with someone who
may wish to share a bedroom.

Per person in a single bedroom - £ 1,630.-

The price per person includes accommodation at 4-star hotels, meals as per the programme
(full board) as well as all the activities and trips (coach, train, etc.) as outlined above. The price
includes the local tourism taxes. Although Switzerland is not inexpensive, we believe that we
can offer a fair balance between price and quality.

Please note:


mailto:petersteiler@sherlock-holmes.org.uk

- Thisis the “maximum cost calculation” and it is possible that costs will be reduced
slightly as we might get some more sponsors for some of the activities. Confirmed
participants will of course be kept informed and the price will be adjusted.

- In Switzerland, tips are usually included in the price, everyone is free to give additional
tips at their individual discretion if they wish to do so.

What is not included

- Getting to Switzerland - Please note that all participants need to organise their travel to
and from Switzerland themselves. Some participants from London may coordinate their
trip, maybe even travel in costume, but this is at their own discretion. See further below
some advice about how to get to Lausanne and how to depart from Meiringen.

- Insurance - Any insurance for cancellation fees, costs for personal accidents or other
form of personal liability are not included. Insurance is every participant’s own
responsibility.

- Drinks - Whilst meals as per programme are included, drinks, in general, unless pointed
out specifically, are not included, including none-alcoholic drinks. Please note that in
Switzerland, contrary to other countries, it is not customary to provide mineral water
free of charge.

Reservations

We have managed to reserve a limited number of bedrooms for 45 participants. They will go
according to a “firstin, first reserved” basis.

We strongly recommend you book as early as possible to avoid disappointment.
Payment

Per person in a double bedroom - £ 1,330.-
Per person in a single bedroom - £ 1,630.-

We ask you to pay in installments which should help to spread costs over a period and allows
the organizers to cover the costs for some necessary pre-payments to guarantee bookings.

- 25 % - when you make your reservation.
o Perpersoninadouble bedroom - £ 332.50
o Inasingle bedroom - £ 407.50
- 25%-by 15 December 2025.
o Perpersoninadouble bedroom - £ 332.50
o Inasingle bedroom - £ 407.50
- 50% -by 15 March 2026 - Please note that it is possible that certain costs will be settled
only during the actual pilgrimage. We will inform participants with plenty of time in
advance and adjust the payment accordingly.
o Perpersoninadouble bedroom - £ 665.-
o Inasingle bedroom - £ 815.-

Choosing your character

When you fill out your reservation, please specify the character of one of the 60 Sherlock
Holmes stories that you would like to bring to life.



Please note that the characters of Sherlock Holmes, Dr. John H. Watson, and Professor James
Moriarty are selected by the organisers.

Travelling in costume

First, travelling in costume for a few days is great fun, as everyone who has done it will confirm.
Being in Victorian costume is a requirement for this trip, we want to be very clear about this. If
you have never done it, please do not be put off by it. Slipping into a character for a few days is
an experience that nobody will ever forget.

We understand if you are worried about luggage allowances, especially those from overseas -
but there are characters that require less elaborate costumes than others. If you want some
ideas, please contact the organisers who can give you advice but just some initial thoughts:

Previously participants have personated aristocratic characters, priests, anarchists,
schoolteachers and servants; costumes have ranged from the most elaborate and specially
made to the simplest — maids in black skirts and Victorian-style blouses; teachers in cap and
gown; national costumes and gentlemen in tweeds with flat caps! And characters have been
indicated by props - bird-cages, bent pokers, umbrellas — even a rubber chicken!

Preparations

In case you “just (need to) fill that gap on that second shelf” and would like to prepare yourself
for this pilgrimage, the Return to the Reichenbach handbook, edited by Carrie Chandler,
Robert Ellis and Guy Marriott for the 2012 Swiss pilgrimage is still available. Check it out on
our website: | Product categories | Publications The Sherlock Holmes Society of London

We can recommend a volume edited by three members of our Society, Marcus Geisser, Guy
Marriott and Michael Meer - Sherlock Holmes, Arthur Conan Doyle and Switzerland:
Serious and less serious musings, published by The Reichenbach Irregulars of Switzerland,
published in 2021 with contributions from around the globe. Itis available as paperback and e-
book: Sherlock Holmes, Arthur Conan Doyle and Switzerland or via Amazon or any bookstore.
Or contact the publishers for further information: reichenbachirregulars@gmail.com.

Our hotels

Due to popular demand, we increased the room capacities. This means that in Lausanne, we
added the Hotel Agora Swiss Night to the Carlton Lausanne Boutique Hotel. The organizers
inform participants where they stay. Both hotels offer 4-start comfort and are a few minutes’
walk or an easy 1-stop ride on the iconic Lausanne Metro from each other.

In Meiringen, all the participants stay at the 4-star Parkhotel Du Sauvage, to Sherlockians
around the world best known as The Englischer Hof.

Lausanne

The 4-star Carlton Lausanne Boutique Hotel opened in 1906. Whilst not the Hétel National
where Lady Frances Carfax sojourned, it is situated in the fashionable part of Lausanne known
also as “sous-gare”. It has long been an iconic address, frequented by celebrities, from the
French singer-song writer and actor Serge Gainsbourg to the French actress and singer Jeanne
Moreau. The hotel has preserved its original elegance while incorporating modern standards.
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The 4-star Hotel Agora Swiss Night is the flagship hotel of Fassbind Hotels, a chain owned by
the Swiss hotelier Eric Fassbind. Built in 1978, the hotel has been regularly updated and offers
4-star comfort. What the Carlton Lausanne Boutique Hotel offers in terms of Lady Frances
Carfax atmosphere, the Hotel Agora Swiss Night compensates with an eclectic mix of
Swissness and an amazing roof top breakfast room offering unrivalled views of Lac Léman.

Meiringen

The 4-star Parkhotel du Sauvage, to Sherlockians best known as the Hotel Englischer Hof
immortalised by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle in The Final Problem after he passed through Meiringen
in August 1893, was builtin 1880. It is an early example of an Art Nouveau hotel. Since 1968,
when the Sherlock Holmes Society of London visited Meiringen for the first time, the Parkhotel
du Sauvage has been the scene of many memorable soirées ending in the early hours!

“Engage a special”

For two days, we will travel in two vintage coaches. Christian Schlapp, the owner of caralpin Sarl
- Vintage bus tours and his team allow us to discover some spectacular Swiss scenery between
Lausanne and Meiringen in their very comfortable 1950s travel coaches.

From left to right: the Saurer V2H and the Saurer 2H, both built by Saurer of Switzerland in the 1950s. — Pictures
courtesy of caralpin Sarl - Vintage bus tours

How to reach Lausanne

Every participant is kindly asked to make their own travel arrangements in order to reach
Lausanne. Our programme starts on 30 April, at 15.00.

By plane - Geneva International Airport is the nearest airport. Then proceed by train from the
airport railway station to Lausanne (50 minutes). Our hotels are easiy accessible by public
transport fom the Lausanne main railway station.

By train - Lausanne is situated along all the main railway lines. Our hotels are easiy accessible
by public transport fom the Lausanne main railway station. We provide full details to
participants.

How to depart from Meiringen

On 4 May, every participant is kindly asked to make their own arrangements for their return
home or their onward journey. Meiringen railway station connects you to the Swiss railway
network. To Geneva International Airport it is about a 4-hour trip with from one to three stops.

Check out The SBB online portal for timetable, trains and public transport to find time tables
and prices. If you book early, you get better prices. If you arrive early or wish to stay on in
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Switzerland for further explorations, there are rail passes available. Please check the above-
mentioend website.

Dietary restrictions, mobility issues

If you have any dietary restrictions, mobility issues or anything else that the organisers need to
be aware of, please mention it clearly when you make your reservation.

Cancellation fees

We urge you to take out personal insurance for cancellation and medical expenses or any other
personal liabilities you may encounter during the duration of the trip. We apply the cancellation
conditions as agreed with the hotels:

- Before 25 March 2026 - any cancellation is free of charge.
- Between 25 March 2026 and 13 April 2026 — 75 % of the total price is due.
- After 14 April 2026 — 100 % of the total price is due.
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