
THE SHERLOCK HOLMES SOCIETY OF LONDON 
Founded as The Sherlock Holmes Society in 1934 

A CAPITAL JUBILATION! 
The London Mini-Festival Weekend  

Thursday 19th to Sunday 22nd May 2011 
 
After the success of our previous London Weekends, the Society is putting on another 
weekend of Sherlockian events in London, but this time in celebration of the Society’s 
60th anniversary. All members and their guests are cordially invited – we hope you will 
find something of interest.  As always, we have done our best to keep costs to a 
minimum.  Inevitably London, like all capital cities, is expensive.  It is, however, where 
Holmes and Watson lived and worked and there is, therefore, absolutely nowhere like it!   
Applications for the various events must be received by Saturday 7th May at the latest, 
together with the appropriate remittance, where applicable.  All prices quoted are per 
person.  We regret the numbers for some events are limited and will be on a first come, 
first served basis, so please apply early.  Where a meal is specified, a vegetarian or fish 
alternative can be provided, provided they are ordered in advance.  All prices are 
inclusive of room hire, service and VAT.  All drinks are on a cash basis and must be paid 
for individually at the time.  Dress at Society functions is usually smart-casual.  In 
particular at the events at London clubs, gentlemen are asked to wear jackets and ties – 
trainers are definitely not allowed.  This is a common requirement in London clubs and 
we have to abide by it. 

PROGRAMME 

Thursday 19th May 2011  

Tea on the Terrace of the House of Lords 

Our Diamond Jubilee celebrations begin with a Traditional Afternoon Tea at The 
Cholmondeley Room and Terrace in the House of Lords from 3.30 to 5.00pm. We are 
most grateful to our sponsor The Right Honourable The Lord MacGregor of Pulham 
Market OBE who is sponsoring our visit as a sitting Member of the House of Lords, a 
requirement for all functions held in this unique venue. Afternoon Tea will be served 
from 3.30pm onwards and will feature – 
 
Indian Tea served with a selection of Cucumber, Tomato, Egg & Cress and Poached 

Salmon with Mayonnaise sandwiches 
Followed by 

Freshly Baked Scones with Jam and Cream and a Selection of assorted Cakes and 
Pastries 

 



If the Afternoon Tea is oversubscribed a ballot will be held immediately after the closing 
date for applications.  Security at the House of Lords is necessarily strict, and admission 
will be by formal invitation only: for this reason we need to know the full name of your 
guest if you are bringing one.  Successful applicants will receive personalised invitation 
cards which will have to be produced to the police on the afternoon in order to gain 
entrance to the building.  If you expect to be away at that time please give an address to 
which mail should be sent to ensure safe receipt. The cost of the Tea is £25 / US$50 and 
the magnificent views of the Thames skyline are priceless! 
 

• Enter via Black Rod's Garden - details will be on the Invitation cards. 
• Please note that numbers for the Afternoon Tea are limited to 60 

 
Thursday 19th May 2011  

Annual General Meeting 

The Society’s AGM will be held at The Savage Club, housed in the premises of the 
National Liberal Club at 1, Whitehall Place, London, SW1, at 6.00 for 6.45pm.    The 
National Liberal Club is located on the corner of Whitehall Place and the Victoria 
Embankment, not far from Embankment Underground Station, and also conveniently 
placed for Charing Cross main line station.  It is usually possible to find a parking space 
in the vicinity at this time in the evening – although you may have to pay the congestion 
charge.  http://www.savageclub.com/  
 
Members and their guests may opt to attend the meeting only at no charge, or to dine 
beforehand at a cost of £35.00 per head.  This includes VAT and service but not drinks, 
which must be paid for on the day.  For those who choose to dine, the meal will comprise 
Roast Loin of Pork with Crackling and Apple Sauce  followed by Greek Yoghurt Panna-
cotta with a Plum Compote, Coffee and Mints.  A vegetarian or fish alternative main 
course may be ordered in advance – please specify if you want this on the application 
form.   
 
A cash bar will be open in the Savage Club Room on the ground floor of the building 
from 6.00pm.  After the meeting, members may use the National Liberal Club bar.  
Dinner will be served promptly at 6.45pm in the David Lloyd George Room on the first 
floor and will be followed by the AGM, papers for which are enclosed, from around 8pm.  
We anticipate that the meeting will finish around 9.45pm, though many members stay on 
to chat. 
  
After the formal business of the evening we are reviving a meeting which we have not 
held for a number of years – Three Minute Problems.  Members are invited to come 
prepared to speak for up to 3 minutes on the topic, “Why my favourite Sherlock Holmes 
story is best”.   The Chairman will keep speakers strictly to the three minutes allotted.  
The order of speaking will be decided by names drawn from a hat.  This is the ideal 
opportunity to make a case for a lesser known story or raise a point that’s always 
intrigued you about a well known one. 
 



• Meet at the Savage Club, 1 Whitehall Place, London SW1 from 6pm onwards: 
nearest tube Embankment 

• Charge for those opting to dine beforehand: £35.00  US$70.00 
 
Friday 20th May 2011  

The Sherlock Holmes Collection at Marylebone Library 

10am to noon informal gathering with the focus on the 1951 Festival of Britain 
Exhibition mounted by Marylebone Library.  Just turn up and spend as long as you want 
in the Collection. 
 
• Ask for the Sherlock Holmes Collection in Marylebone Information Service, on 

the upper floor of Marylebone Library, (entrance in Gloucester Place), 109-117 
Marylebone Road, London NW1 5PS.  
http://www.westminster.gov.uk/services/libraries/findalibrary/mis/     

• There is no charge for this event 
 
Friday 20th May 2011  

Diamond Jubilee Dinner 

The Society is delighted to mark its Diamond Jubilee with a Dinner at the Cholmondeley 
Room and Terrace in the House of Lords, Westminster. We are much indebted to our 
sponsor, Baroness Rendell of Babergh, who is sponsoring the dinner in her capacity as a 
sitting Member of the House of Lords, a requirement for all functions held in this unique 
venue.  The Rooms are named after the 5th Marquis of Cholmondeley who held the post 
of    Lord Great Chamberlain. We look forward to welcoming both Baroness Rendell as 
well as members of the Society from all over the world to this very special celebration.  
 
Our Guest of Honour will be Mrs Alfreda Howlett who at the Festival of Britain in 1951 
was one of the founding members of our Society. We are thrilled that Freda will be with 
us on this wonderful evening. 
 
Our Guest Speaker will be the internationally renowned Sherlock Holmes scholar, Mr. 
Leslie Klinger.  Leslie S. Klinger is considered to be one of the world’s foremost 
authorities on Sherlock Holmes. He is the editor of the three-volume set The New 
Annotated Sherlock Holmes, published by W.W. Norton in 2004 and 2005. The first two 
volumes, The Complete Short Stories, won the Edgar, the highest award of the Mystery 
Writers of America, for “Best Critical/Biographical” work in 2005 and were short-listed 
for the Macavity, the Anthony, and the Agatha award. In 2006, the third volume, The 
Novels, was nominated for the Edgar, the Macavity, the Anthony, and the Agatha awards, 
as well as a “Quill” award in the Mystery/Thriller category. In 1998, the first volume of 
Les's award-winning Sherlock Holmes Reference Library was published by Gasogene 
Books. Aimed at the serious student of Sherlock Holmes, the Reference Library includes 
annotated editions of all nine volumes of Holmes tales as originally published by Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle. The Baker Street Journal concluded, “There is no doubt that 
Klinger’s work...will become the standard text of reference for all serious 



Sherlockians...” Mr. Klinger is currently working on a tenth volume, an annotated 
collection of the “apocrypha,” stories about Holmes that are not quite part of the official 
“Canon.” Mr. Klinger has also published The New Annotated Dracula. We are so pleased 
that Mr. Klinger is able to join us on this memorable occasion.  
The menu for the Dinner is as follows:- 
  

Hot Smoked Salmon and Peppered Mackerel Fishcake 
Ballotine of Free-range Chicken with Aubergine Roulade stuffed with Goats’ 

Cheese and Piquillo Peppers 
Dark Chocolate Teardrop filled with raspberry and White Chocolate Mousse 

(with fresh berries and coulis) 
Selection of British and Irish Cheeses 

(with celery, grapes, seasonal chutney and assorted breads) 
 
Members may know that the seating capacity of the Cholmondeley Terrace Dining Room 
is limited to 120 and that this means it is only possible for members to invite one guest 
each. If the Dinner is oversubscribed a ballot will be held immediately after the closing 
date for applications, which is Saturday 7th May.  Security at the House of Lords is 
necessarily strict, and admission will be by formal invitation only: for this reason we 
need to know the full name of your guest if you are bringing one.  Successful applicants 
will receive personalized invitation cards which will have to be produced to the police on 
the night in order to gain entrance to the building.  If you expect to be away from your 
usual address at that time please give an address to which the invitation cards should be 
sent to ensure safe receipt.   
 
Fish or vegetarian alternatives will be available if ordered in advance, and special dietary 
requirements can also be catered for provided sufficient notice is given.  Space is 
provided on the application form for you to state your requirements.  
 
The charge for the evening will be £79 / $158 per head, inclusive of everything except 
drinks which must be paid for individually on the night.  Copies of the House of Lords 
wine and bar lists will be sent to all successful applicants so that they can order in 
advance: we have found that this gives everyone more time to mingle with friends in the 
bar beforehand - although you will be able to place an order on the night if you prefer. 
  
The Dinner is a formal occasion and it is customary for gentlemen to wear dinner jackets 
(black tie) and for ladies to wear evening dress (short or long) but this is not obligatory. 
Visitors from overseas in particular may not wish to bring dress clothes for one evening 
only, and we should like to assure them that dark lounge suits and cocktail dresses are 
equally suitable.  
 
Smoking is not permitted in any rooms, including the pre-prandial bar and the Dining 
Room itself.   
 
For those attending the Dinner, there is an optional Guided Tour of the Houses of 
Parliament at no extra cost.   The tour starts at 5.45pm on the evening of the Dinner and 



will be led by Official Guides in groups of 25. The guides will tell the story of this 
famous building and answer questions.  The tour does involve some stair climbing.   
 
Saturday 21st May 2011  

A Merry Time in Maritime Greenwich 

Our Saturday events will take place in the historic district of Greenwich in South East 
London, home of Greenwich Mean Time and the Greenwich Meridian.  Because of its 
rich architectural heritage and famous historic landmarks such as the Royal Observatory 
and the Cutty Sark, Greenwich is a very popular location for period film-makers - 
including some Holmesian endeavours, most recently Guy Ritchie’s Sherlock Holmes. 
 
Members may choose to make their own way to Greenwich, however there will be a 
group gathering at Embankment Pier from 10.50am to catch the Riverboat together and 
enjoy a jaunt on the Thames (members will be responsible for the purchase of their own 
tickets to travel on the day, information on travel and ticketing can be found on the 
Transport for London website www.tfl.gov.uk). 
 

An Early Lunch And A Guided Walk 

We will meet at the Bar Du Musée (www.bardumusee.com) on Nelson Road at 12 noon 
for a two course lunch. The Bar Du Musée is approximately a 5 minute walk from 
Greenwich Pier or a 3 minute walk from Cutty Sark DLR station. The restaurant has 
prepared a lunch menu for us, and members may choose from the following options for 
pre-order: 
Mains  
 
Grilled mackerel, pesto, apple & fennel salad   
Ham & Chicken pie, hand cut chips  
Goats cheese & tomato tart, & wild rocket  
 
Dessert 
 
Crème brulee  
Pear & cinnamon & elderflower crumble  
Selection of ice creams  
 
Tea and coffee will be available after the meal but other drinks are not included and must 
be paid for separately. 
 
After lunch, we will embark on a walking tour specially arranged by the Greenwich Tour 
Guides. We will visit sights such as The Old Royal Naval College, the Painted Chapel, 
and the National Maritime Museum. As well as taking in Holmesian film locations, we 
will learn about Greenwich’s nautical past and how the Thames has changed since 
Holmes and Watson pursued Jonathan Small and Tonga in the Aurora. 
The walk is expected to last approximately 2 hours. Members should then have some free 
time to explore Greenwich further before our evening event. 



 
• Meet at The Bar Du Musee at 12 noon, nearest station Cutty Sark (DLR) or 

Greenwich Pier (Riverboat) 
• Charge: £23.00 / US$46.00 
• Please note that numbers for the lunch and walking tour are limited to 40. 

Priority will be given to those also attending the evening event at The Trafalgar 
Tavern.  

The Sound Of The Baskervilles 

Our evening event will take place in The Trafalgar Tavern on Park Row 
(www.trafalgartavern.co.uk). The Trafalgar Tavern is an illustrious Victorian pub which 
was once frequented by eminent gentlemen such as William Gladstone and Charles 
Dickens. Its stunning period interior and splendid views of the Thames make it a 
wonderful location for Holmesians to meet. We have private use of the Trafalgar Club 
section of the pub which is located on the ground floor, and members are invited to 
gather here from 5.30pm. A light finger buffet will be available including meat, fish and 
vegetarian options, drinks are not included. 
 
As if the prospect of visiting The Trafalgar Tavern were not enough, we have some great 
entertainment lined up for the evening. In the darkened lower levels of the Tavern, the 
powers of evil shall be exhalted as we are transported by sound to the blasted moors of 
Devon by Laurence Owen’s  ‘Cinema for the Ears’ presentation of The Hound of the 
Baskervilles. This is a feature length piece using sound effects, dialogue and an original 
score. A trailer can be found at: http://www.youtube.com/thehoundisreleased. Laurence 
describes his work as “a sound piece in the radio play tradition that is as rich and as 
exciting (and hopefully scary!) as a movie”. We will aim to start the presentation at 
approximately 7pm and it should last up to 80 minutes. 
 
• Meet from 5.30pm at Trafalgar Tavern, Park Row, nearest stations Maze Hill 

(main line), Cutty Sark (DLR), and Greenwich Pier (Riverboat) 
• Charge: £20.00 / US$40.00 
 
Sunday 22nd May 2011 

Simpson’s in the Strand  
“I think that something nutritious at Simpson’s would not be out of place...”  So said 
Holmes at the conclusion of The Adventure of the Dying Detective.  We will not have 
been starving ourselves for days, but could still benefit from a meal in one of London’s 
best and most famous restaurants.  We will have reserved tables and partake of a 2-course 
meal from a set menu.  The charge for the lunch covers food, VAT and food service – 
drinks are extra and must be paid for on the day, as must any supplements for particular 
menu choices.  
  
The dress code is Smart Casual. Although jacket & tie are not necessary, we prefer that 
guests do not wear jeans, shorts, trainers, flip-flops, sandals (for Gentlemen) or T-shirts.  
 



• Gather at Simpson's-in-the-Strand, 100 Strand, London, WC2R 0EW 
(svy.simpsons@fairmont.com) from noon, ready to eat at 12.30. 

• Charge: £30.00 / US$ 60.00 to include three-course meal with vegetarian/fish 
option.  

• Please note numbers are limited to 30  
 

Open Top Vintage Bus Tour 
We will leave Simpson’s-in-the-Strand at 2.30pm in a 1965 open-top double-decker bus 
on a tour that will take us past a number of central London sights associated with 
Sherlock Holmes.  We will plan to arrive at Cavendish Square at 3.45pm, where those 
who choose to do so may alight and walk the “network of mews and stables” identified 
by our late Hon. Member, Bernard Davies, as the route taken by Holmes and Watson to 
reach Baker Street in The Adventure of the Empty House.  Or you may stay on the bus 
and continue to Baker Street.  Once in Baker Street, on foot or by bus, we will meet at 
The Sherlock Holmes Hotel in Baker Street at 4.15pm to have afternoon tea.   
 
• Meet at Simpson’s-in-the-Strand, 100 Strand, London WC2R 0EW at 2.30pm 
• Charge: £18.00 / US$ 36.00 to include bus tour and tea   
• Please note numbers are limited to 35 
 
DIARY 2011 - 2012  
 
2011 
 
19th – 22nd May   AGM and London weekend.   
19th June    Cricket Match  
6th July (evening)  Silver Blaze Wessex Cup Kempton Park 
2nd – 4th September  Trinity College, Oxford Weekend   
6th October    Richard Lancelyn Green Lecture – Sir Christopher Frayling   
November    Film Evening   
 
2012 
 
7th January    Annual Dinner (To be confirmed) 
8th January    Morning After (To be confirmed) 
9th – 16th September  Swiss Trip 

 



THE SHERLOCK HOLMES SOCIETY OF LONDON 
Founded as The Sherlock Holmes Society in 1934 

 
To: Miss Catherine Cooke,  
15, Copperfield Court,  
146, Worple Road,  
Wimbledon,   
London, SW20 8QA. 

A CAPITAL JUBILATION! 

Please delete or specify as applicable 
 
Thursday 19 May Tea on the Terrace of the House of Lords 

TOTAL 
 

£ / $ 
I / We should like to attend the Tea with ….. guests  
Charge: £25.00  US$50.00  

NAME(S)…………………………………………………………….  

Thursday 19 May  AGM – Three Minute Problems £ / $ 
I / We should like to attend the AGM and dine beforehand with ….. 
guests 

 

I / We would like to order ….. fish / vegetarian meals  
Charge: £35.00  US$70.00 for those opting to dine beforehand.  

NAME(S)…………………………………………………………….  

I / We should like to attend the AGM and meeting only with ….. guests  

NAME(S)…………………………………………………………….  

I should like to speak NAME……………………………………………  

Friday 20 May  Sherlock Holmes Collection No charge 
I / We should like to visit the Collection with ….. guests  

NAME(S)…………………………………………………………….  

Friday 20 May  Jubilee Dinner £ / $ 
I / We should like to attend the dinner with ….. guests  
I/We should like to order …… vegetarian or fish meals (please delete or 
specify as applicable).  

 

I/We have a special dietary requirement as follows 
…………………………………………………..……………………….. 

 

Charge: £79.00  US$158.00  

NAME(S) OF MEMBERS ………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

NAME(S) OF GUESTS   …………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………….. 

 



ADDRESS TO WHICH INVITATION CARDS SHOULD BE SENT:  
…………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………….. 
…………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

…….   (Specify number) of us would like to join in a Guided Tour  

Saturday 21 May  A Merry Time in Maritime Greenwich  £ / $ 
I / We should like to visit Greenwich with ….. guests  
Charge: £23.00  US$46.00  

NAME(S) and MENU CHOICE(S)……………………………………… 
…………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

I / We will join the river party  Yes / No  

Saturday 21 May  The Sound of the Baskervilles  £ / $ 
I / We should like to attend the buffet and performance with ….. guests  
Charge: £20.00  US$40.00  

NAME(S)……………………………………………………………….  

Sunday 22 May  Something Nutritious at Simpson’s £ / $ 
I / We should like to lunch at Simpson’s with ….. guests  
Charge: £30.00p US$60.00  

NAME(S)……………………………………………………………….  

Sunday 22 May  Coach Tour £ / $ 
I / We should like to take the bus tour and tea with ….. guests  
Charge: £18.00  US$36.00  

NAME(S)…………………………………………………………….  
 

TOTAL PAYMENT        £ / $ ……….. 
I enclose the appropriate remittance payable to The Sherlock Holmes Society of London.  
Please note, cheques are not generally presented until after the events have taken place. 
 

As numbers at some events are limited, please provide contact details, so we can let you 
know if your application for any event has been unsuccessful.   
E-mail address, telephone number or postal address: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Please print or write clearly - especially if giving an e-mail address as these can so easily 
be misread! 

c.cooke@dsl.pipex.com 



THE SHERLOCK HOLMES SOCIETY OF LONDON 
Founded as The Sherlock Holmes Society in 1934 

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

THURSDAY 19 MAY 2011 
 

A G E N D A 
 

1.     Apologies for absence 
 

2.     Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 13 May 2010 
 

3.     Matters arising from the Minutes 
 

4.     Adoption of the Accounts for the year ended 31 December 2010 
 

            The accounts for 2010 will be posted on the Society’s website. Any  
           member wishing to receive a copy by post should contact David Jones  
           at The North Wing, Groton Place, Groton Street, Groton, Boxford, 
           Sudbury. CO10 5EE  Suffolk. (audav@hotmail.co.uk)  Copies will be 
           available for members attending the AGM.      

 
5.     Annual subscriptions for 2011 

                 
                 The Council recommends that there be no increase in subscriptions for  
                 the year 2011.  
                  
 

6.     Election of Officers and Council Members 
 
                  The Council has indicated its wish that Guy Marriott continue in the role  
                 of President for 2011-2012. Under the Constitution, this appointment is   
                 made annually by the Council, and the Council’s decision is advised to  
                 members at the AGM. 
 
                  The Council comprises (a) 6 Officers, namely a Chairman, an Honorary 
                 Treasurer, 2 Honorary Secretaries and 2 Honorary Editors; (b) 6 Ordinary 
                 members. The Officers and two Ordinary members retire from office each  
                 year. 
 
                  The Council’s recommendation is that Jonathan McCafferty continues as  
                 the Society’s Chairman for 2011-2012. 
   
                   Calvert Markham, our Honorary Treasurer, has indicated that he is  
                 prepared to continue in this position if re-elected and this is the Council’s 
                 recommendation. 
 
                     
 



                    Catherine Cooke and David Jones are the two Honorary Secretaries 
                (serving as Meetings Secretary and Membership Secretary respectively) 
                and both are prepared to continue in these posts if re-elected and this is the  
                Council’s recommendation. 
         
                    Roger Johnson and Heather Owen are our two Honorary Editors, and 
                they have indicated that they are prepared to continue in these positions 
                if re-elected, and this is the Council’s recommendation. 
               
                Elaine McCafferty and Helen Dorey have come to the end of their period of 
              service on the Council and we thank them warmly for their work. To fill  
              these vacancies Council recommends that Mr Ashley Mayo and Mr Bob Ellis  
              be elected. 
 
                 Members of the Society may propose alternative candidates to serve on  
              the Council. Any such nomination, duly seconded by another Member and 
              with the agreement of the nominee, who must also be a Full Member of the  
              Society, should be sent to David Jones at the address mentioned above no 
              later than 11th May 2011.  
      
 

7.     To confirm the re-appointment of Brooks Carling, Curzon House, 
                24, High Street, Banstead, Surrey SM7 2LJ as the Society’s  
                independent accountant.   
 

8.    Any Other Business – Any Member wishing to raise an item under this  
               heading is asked to give a minimum of one week’s written notice to      
               David Jones at the address noted in item 4 above.  
       
 
 

At the conclusion of the formal Agenda, the announcement of the second winner of 
the annual Tony and Freda Howlett Literary Award will be made. 

 
  
                  
 
 

 
 



THE SHERLOCK HOLMES SOCIETY OF LONDON 
Founded as The Sherlock Holmes Society in 1934 

___________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 
The family of the late Bernard Davies, Honorary Member and 
Past Chairman of the Society, are to hold a Memorial Service 
for him at the church of St Lawrence Jewry, Guildhall Yard, 
London EC2V 5AA, on the afternoon of Thursday 31 March at 
3.00pm. 
 
The service will be followed by refreshments in the Guildhall. 
 
It is an appropriate location, as Bernard was a Freeman of the 
City of London.  
 
Please check the Society’s website at www.sherlock-
holmes.org.uk for full details (or last-minute changes), or 
contact Guy Marriott at guym144@gmail.com (phone 07770 
667603). 
 
And please let Guy know if you intend to come, so that catering 
arrangements for the number expected can be put in place. 
 
 

_____________________ 



Once again, the gentlemen of the Sherlock Holmes Society of London will be taking on the 
‘Gold Bats’ of the PG Wodehouse Society in a Cricket Match held at the West Wycombe 
ground in Buckinghamshire on Sunday 19th June from 11.30 onwards. 
Last year’s 10th Anniversary match was full of drama and excitement.  Going into the 
fixture at two-all, the Gold Bats set an impressive total of 212.  The result was always in the 
balance when, with just four minutes to spare, George Gross hit the winning runs for the 
Society to win by 2 wickets.  George ended on 114 the highest score by anyone on either 
side in the matches played. 
You do not have to be an aficionado either of the game of cricket itself, or the somewhat 
arcane rules as they pertained in 1895 - under which these matches are played.   The ground 
at West Wycombe, in the lee of the famous hill within which run the famous Hell Fire Club 
tunnels, is one of the prettiest in the Home Counties. 
The Society team needs your support on the day and we will do our best to get you there (see 
below).  The day is FREE; groups may choose to organise themselves into parties in 
advance, or individuals can come along separately and will be welcomed by the most 
solicitous of companions.   Those who wish to dress in Victorian costume are most welcome 
to do so; this is, however, absolutely not obligatory. 
No food or drink is available at the ground, so personally organised picnic lunches and teas 
are the order of the day.  There is plenty of room along the boundary for deckchairs, rugs 
and picnic tables and awnings.  Generous time is given for lunch and tea, with the game due 
to end at or near 6 pm.  

THIS IS ONE OF THE FEW OCCASIONS IN THE YEAR WHEN MEMBERS AND 
THEIR FRIENDS CAN PARTICIPATE IN A SOCIETY EVENT FREE, GRATIS AND 
FOR NOTHING.   DO PLEASE COME AND GIVE OUR PLAYERS YOUR SUPPORT. 
Free transport is being arranged on 19 June to the West Wycombe Cricket Ground in a 
vintage bus.  This will pick-up at either or both of Hillingdon (Metropolitan and Piccadilly 
lines) and High Wycombe (Chiltern Line from Marylebone).  This is partly dependent on 
line closures for engineering works that day.  The bus will arrive at West Wycombe in good 
time for the start at 11.30am, and will return to the station(s) after the match finishes.  If you 
are interested in this, please let Guy Marriott know at guym144@gmail.com or telephone 
him on 07770 667603 no later than Friday 10 June. 
For those wishing to drive West Wycombe is easily reached by road and is situated on the 
A40 about 2 miles to the west of High Wycombe.  The M40 motorway passes nearby and 
the most scenic approach is via junction 5 and thence through Stokenchurch and Beacon’s 
Bottom on the A40.  Alternatively it is possible to exit at junction 4 and proceed via the 
A4010 and the A40.  The ground is in Toweridge Lane at the western end of the village. 
A map showing the location of the ground is available at the Cricket Club’s website 
(www.westwycombe.play-cricket.com/home/home.asp). 

__________________ 

THE SHERLOCK HOLMES SOCIETY OF LONDON 
TAKE ON 

THE PG WODEHOUSE SOCIETY 
IN A 

CRICKET MATCH 
AT THE  

WEST WYCOMBE CRICKET GROUND 
SUNDAY 19 JUNE 2011 



THE SHERLOCK HOLMES SOCIETY OF LONDON 

OXFORD WEEKEND 
Friday 2 to Sunday 4 September 2011 

 
To celebrate the centenary of the famous paper that was a major contribution to 
starting the great Sherlock Holmes ‘game’, the Society’s 2011 expedition will be to 
Oxford – believed by some to have been Holmes’s own alma mater. 
 
The paper was given by Ronald Knox and had two titles: The Mind and Art of 
Sherlock Holmes and – better known – Studies in the Literature of Sherlock Holmes.   
He presented it to members of the undergraduate Gryphon Club of Trinity College, 
Oxford, on 13th March 1911, although very recent research has shown that Knox read 
it to the Bodley Club at Merton College three days earlier. 
 
We shall be staying at Trinity College, which is able to offer both single and double 
rooms, some with en-suite facilities, which will be available to those who book first. 
The Booking Form is attached – you are urged to return this promptly if you intend to 
join us in Oxford.  An option without accommodation is also available.  The locations 
we are visiting are all in the centre of the city, and we will walk between them – you 
will need to be comfortable walking in city centres to participate, and remember also 
that the ancient buildings of Oxford pre-date current disability access requirements. 
 
IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE that Oxford City Centre is NOT car-friendly.  
Although you can drive to the Porter’s Lodge at OX1 3BH for guest and luggage 
drop-off, there is NO parking available.  There are public car parks in the City Centre 
– that at Gloucester Green is an expensive, open pay-and-display park only accessible 
between 0800 and 2000 and a 4/5 minute walk away from Trinity.  Travelling by car, 
your better option is to use the park-and-ride services.  Thornhill (east of the city on 
the A40) and Water Eaton (north of the city near the A34 and A40) both allow you to 
park free for up to 72 hours, and have CCTV and security at all times, and you then 
catch a frequent bus to the City Centre.  Or – and perhaps better for many – you may 
choose to arrive in Oxford by train, or by coach (these are very frequent from central 
London, and also from Hillingdon on the Metropolitan and Piccadilly lines).  
 
After arrival on the Friday afternoon, there will be a guided tour of Trinity College, 
and a viewing of Ronald Knox and Gryphon Club relics.   Later, a Buffet Dinner will 
be served in the College Hall, at which the Society’s Chairman will welcome guests 
and afterwards speak of Ronald Knox, the Man. 
 
After breakfast on the Saturday morning we will cross the road (Broad Street) for a 
private tour of Oxford University’s Museum of the History of Science (which 
contains, for example, 19th century microscopes made by Watson & Sons!)  There are 
no organised arrangements for lunch but many pubs and restaurants can be found 
nearby.  In the afternoon we will have a tour of Merton College, where Knox gave his 
first reading.  Afterwards, we return to Trinity College to hear a brief talk about, and 
attend a reading of, the famous paper – which will be given in the very Trinity room 
wherein it was given 100 years ago. 
 



On Saturday evening there will be a grand formal Dinner in the Hall of Trinity 
College, with a light entertainment to follow. 
 
On Sunday morning, following breakfast and check-out from your room (luggage may 
be left in the college) there will be a guided walking tour of literary and historic 
Oxford, ending with lunch at the noted ‘Eagle and Child’ pub (locally known as the 
‘Bird and Baby’) – at which a talk will be given on the association of the venue with 
the “Inklings” writers group, who included J R R Tolkien and C S Lewis. 
 
The Weekend will also offer opportunity for rest, relaxation, shopping and for 
individual excursions to places of interest in this famous city.   Maps and suggested 
places of interest to visit will be available, as will be a special edition (free to those 
attending) of Nick Utechin’s scholarly celebration of the Knox centenary. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………  
PROPOSED SCHEDULE  
 
Friday 2 September 
Arrive at Trinity College during afternoon and obtain room keys and maps, etc. 
4.00 pm: Clare Hopkins, College Archivist, will lead a tour of College, finishing at 
about 4.45pm. On view in a convenient location will be the Knox relics (Gryphon 
Club Minutes, photographs, etc). 
from 5.30 pm: Assemble in Trinity College bar 
6.30 pm: Cafeteria-style buffet supper in Trinity College Hall.    
7.30pm: Adjourn to Trinity College bar, where Jonathan McCafferty will welcome 
and talk on Knox the man. 
 
Saturday 3 September 
8.00 – 9.30 am: Breakfast in Trinity College Hall 
10.00 am: Visit to the Museum of the History of Science, finishing at about 11.30am 
2.00 pm: Gather at Merton College Porters Lodge for guided tour (in two groups) of 
the second oldest college in the university and the site of what has now been 
established to be the first reading by Knox of his paper. There will be visits (10 
persons at a time) to the Library, as well as an opportunity see the Bodley Club 
Minute Book and 1910 Club photograph.    
4.30 pm: Assemble in Room 15.1, Garden Quad, Trinity College, for the centenary 
reading of Knox’s Studies on Sherlock Holmes. 
from 7.00 pm: Assemble in Trinity College bar 
8.00 pm: Formal Dinner in the Hall of Trinity College – Nick Utechin and Guy 
Marriott will provide after-dinner entertainment on the Oxford v Cambridge 
controversity debate. 
 
Sunday 4 September 
8.00 – 9.30 am: Breakfast in Trinity College Hall – then leave rooms and store 
luggage in College as directed 
11.00 am: Leave Trinity in two groups for Oxford Literary and Historic Walk, 
conducted by Alistair Lack and colleague, finishing at The Eagle and Child pub for 
lunch and talk on The Inklings.  
 



THE SHERLOCK HOLMES SOCIETY OF LONDON 

OXFORD WEEKEND 
2 TO 4 SEPTEMBER 2011 

BOOKING FORM 
Please complete and return with payment as soon as possible to 

Kellie Takenaka, 330 Banbury Road, Flat 4, Oxford OX2 7ED United Kingdom 
(killalla@gmail.com) 

 

I/We wish to attend the Oxford Weekend 
 

Name(s)  

Address  

  

  

Post/Zip code  

Country  

Tel no  

e-mail address  
 

I/We wish to stay at Trinity College.  Note: rooms include both singles and doubles, many of 
which have en-suite facilities and some of which are arranged in sets that share a sitting room 
and bathroom between two rooms.  En-suite rooms will be allocated to those booking first. 
Please note below any individuals(s) with whom you would prefer to share a set:  

……………………………………………………………………………………………….….. 

Please give details if you have any special mobility needs as far as accommodation is concerned * 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

I/We will not be staying at Trinity College and will be making our own arrangements 

I/We wish to have vegetarian alternatives.  

Please give details if you have any special dietary needs * 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

I/We enclose a cheque as follows:- 
Residential: Payment in full - £280 (or US$470) per person   .......... 
Non-residential: Payment in full - £115 (or US$200) per person   ......... 

Cheques should be made payable to The Sherlock Holmes Society of London.  If you wish to pay 
by PayPal please pay to calvert@cmarkham.com and advise by e-mail to that address and to 
killalla@gmail.com. 
 
 

Signed …………………………………………………….         Date ………………………….. 
 

* Every effort will be made to meet your requirements but this may not be possible in all cases. 



 

THE SHERLOCK HOLMES SOCIETY OF LONDON 

THE SILVER BLAZE WESSEX CUP 
KEMPTON PARK RACECOURSE 

6TH JULY 2010 

The Sherlock Holmes Society of London is pleased to announce that it will be sponsoring 
the Silver Blaze Wessex Cup at Kempton Park on Wednesday 6th July (evening meeting). 

The inaugural race in 2010 was a sell out success with over 
60 Members and their guests watching the race from the 
comfort of the Kempton Park Royal Box.  The race 
provided the best finish of the day with three horses in 
close contention.   
The Cup was won by Kylladdie at odds of 7/2.  Our guest 
of honour—Sir Peter O’Sullevan—had tipped Kylladdie 
and many of us went home happy. 

This year The Wessex Cup will be run at an evening meeting at Kempton Park on 6th July.  
The first race of the evening will be at 6:20 and the last race at 9:20.  We have again been 
granted use of the Royal Box.  The Royal Box has its own private entrance and direct access 
to the betting ring and finishing post lawn areas. 
A 3 course fork buffet will be available which will allow greater flexibility for those wishing 
to watch the runners in the parade ring; make a quick visit to the bookies; or watch the races 
from down on the course. 
Representatives of the Society will present the Wessex Cup to the winning owner.  We will 
also select the ‘best turned out’ horse in the parade ring before the race. 
The total package includes – 
  

Hire of the Royal Box 
Admission Badges and Tickets 
Private Bar Facility (Cash bar)  

3 Course Buffet Menu  
Coffee/Tea after dinner 
Tote Betting Facilities 

Car Parking 
Race Cards 

 
and will cost £85 per person. 
Places in the Royal Box can be reserved now by contacting Bob Ellis at either 
shsl221b@aol.com or 13 Crofton Avenue, Orpington, Kent BR6 8DU.  Please indicate 
whether a car park pass is required and whether you would prefer a vegetarian alternative for 
the meal.   
Full payment must be received by 10 June. 
The racecourse boasts its own on site railway station – Kempton Park – which is situated 
200 yards from the Premier Enclosure entrance.  Trains will run every half an hour from 
Waterloo with the journey time being just 40 minutes.  By road the race course is located on 

 



the A308 between Sunbury on Thames and Hampton Court - less than one mile from 
Junction 1 of the M3 via Junction 12 of the M25.  For Internet searches/sat nav the postcode 
is TW16 5AQ.  There is also reasonably priced accommodation (Travelodge and Premier 
Inn) within walking distance of the course. 
At the conclusion of the race meeting Peter Andre will be performing live.  If you are 
interested you are welcome to stay and watch the concert from the Royal Box.  The bar will 
remain open. 
Further information on the venue and the facilities available can be found at 
www.kempton.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_____________ 



THE SHERLOCK HOLMES SOCIETY OF LONDON 
Founded as The Sherlock Holmes Society in 1934 

 
 

IN CELEBRATION OF OUR DIAMOND JUBILEE WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE  
THE LIMITED AVAILABILITY OF  

THE AGRA TREASURE BROOCH 
 
To celebrate our Diamond Jubilee we have commissioned a very special piece of jewellery 
— an impressive sterling silver brooch.  
 
The brooch is about an inch in diameter and embellished by hand with a selection of jewels 
mentioned in the Canon.   Jewels will be a selection from pearls, red and green jade 
representing ruby and emerald, crystal representing diamond, amethyst and others.   
 
Each brooch will be unique and individually crafted and presented in gift packaging.  
 
The black and white picture below does not do full justice to the brooch.  A photograph in 
colour can be seen on our website (www.sherlock-holmes.org.uk) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Each brooch will be made to order and individually finished.  They will be available for a 
limited time during the Jubilee celebrations and will not be offered again.  This is a one-off 
opportunity to obtain a unique and special piece of jewellery. 
 
The cost of the brooch is £30.00 if arrangements are made to collect the brooch at a meeting.  
Prices including postage—UK £31.50; Europe £32.00; Rest of World £33.00 ($66.00). 
 
Please send your orders with payment (cheques made payable to The Sherlock Holmes 
Society of London) to Catherine Cooke at 15, Copperfield Court, 146, Worple Road, 
Wimbledon, London, SW20 8QA.  You can also order a brooch via our website using 
PayPal. 
 
Please remember that each brooch is made to order and that there may be a delay before we 
can get your brooch to you. 
 

________________ 



           THE BEST OF THE SHERLOCK HOLMES JOURNAL 
 
                                                    VOLUME TWO 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
The Society is happy to announce the publication of the long-awaited second volume 
of The Best of ‘The Sherlock Holmes Journal’, to be launched during the Sixtieth 
Anniversary festivities. 
Volume One appeared in 2006 and has virtually sold out.   Because that was so 
successful, a further twenty years worth of erudite scholarship (1969-90) – and 
records of Society milestones – has been prepared in a similar format, again in a 
strictly limited edition of 300 copies. 
As for Volume One, the former Editor of the Journal, Nick Utechin, has chosen 
articles that show off the very best of what he and predecessors published in times 
past.   Styles of, and attitudes to, what Dorothy Sayers called ‘the game’ have changed 
constantly, and this book shows how contributors adapted.   Modern readers may not 
immediately recall the names of Harald Curjel or Vernon Goslin, but what Holmesian 
has not heard of Michael Harrison or Geoffrey Stavert, of Tony Howlett or Jean 
Conan Doyle?    
It was in fact Tony Howlett who provided (in his last piece of published writing) the 
Foreword to Volume One of The Best of The Sherlock Holmes Journal.   We are 
grateful that Pamela Bruxner – for many years an Honorary Secretary of the Society, 
and now an Honorary Member – agreed to write the Foreword for Number Two. 
There remains for some, in this second decade of the 21st century, a sense of wonder 
that the appeal of Mr. Sherlock Holmes is clearly undiminished.   Hollywood films 
and BBC dramatisations help immeasurably; but for a happy few, that scholarly 
Sherlock Holmes ‘game’ is the fixed point.   Volume Two of The Best of ‘The 
Sherlock Holmes Journal’ is an essential contribution in this context, and the Society 
is proud that it can offer it to you in this year of all years.     
The first 25 copies will be hand-numbered, and signed by Nick Utechin, the President 
of the Society Guy Marriott and Jonathan McCafferty, our Chairman.   They will be 
available on the basis of a random draw (see below). 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Special numbered and signed edition (Copies 1-25):  
Cost (including postage): UK: £40.00; Europe £42.00; Rest of World £45.00 ($90.00) 
(One copy only per person. If unlucky, please indicate whether you would like a 
regular edition instead) 
 
Regular edition:   
Cost (including postage): UK: £25.00; Europe £27.00; Rest of World £30.00 ($60.00) 
 
Orders to: R. J. Ellis, 13 Crofton Avenue, Orpington, Kent BR6 8DU 
 
Please note:  for reasons of fairness, no orders for a Special Edition copy may be 
made by telephone or email.   Mr. Ellis will also wait for a reasonable period - to 
ensure that orders from outside the U.K. can be received – before placing them in a 
battered billycock.     
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