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| give such addresses and prices as | have; ifftdorovide details
of importers or agents, it's because | don't havese details.

Our Society has a genuinely special relationshighwrhe

Norwegian Explorers of Minnesota both names appear on the

famous plaque at the foot of the Reichenbach Fallfiough most
of the credit, | think, belongs to the Explorerfie$e days they play
an important part in supporting the world's larggstblicly
accessible Sherlock Holmes collection, at the Usite of
Minneapolis in Minnesota, and they continue to ésaustimulating
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puts his points across in a friendly way: a whalekof parodies,
he says, ‘may be like eating too many sweets atinee. Perhaps
it's best to dip into collections of Sherlockianrpdy, as we are
doing here, or take just a few full helpings atiraet from those
collections listed later on, rather than tryingsteallow them all at
once in one or two helpings. Parodies do make dgoedside
reading, though. Put us to sleep relaxed.” Thetgreaart of this
book gives me the feeling of a conversation withrdalligent and
like-minded friend over a pint in a favourite pubhe extensive
bibliography is invaluable, but necessarily ledaxed in style.

Some while ago | recommended the two volumes gfdasr James
McLevy’'s memoirs, published by Mercat Press. McLexgs a real
and very successful detective in mid-nineteentiturgrEdinburgh,
where Arthur Conan Doyle would certainly have knowafhim.

journal, Explorations Since their foundation in 1948 they've alsoBack in 1999, before his reminiscences were redssbavid Ashton
published four slim books of scholarship and lednvaimsy, books Nad written the first of an equally engrossingeof plays for BBC
that have long been out of print, causing frustrafor those who'd Radio 4, with that fine actor Brian Cox as McLeand Ashton
like to follow up a reference, say, to Theodore IBgén’s study of himself as his superior, Lieutenant Roach. Now Basghton has
the emotional Holmes, “These Were Hidden Fireseduf So it's a  turned his hand to novels, andShadow of the Serpe(®olygon,
great pleasure to have all four newly availableoine nicely Birlinn Ltd, West Newington House, 10 Newington Roa
presented 300-page paperback voluifiee Norwegian Explorers Edinburgh EH9 1QS; £6.99) aiall from Grace(Polygon; £9.99)
Omnibus published foictorian Secrets and Edwardian Enigmas: 'S able to enlarge the picture of the smoky, demgs, beautiful
A Conference on the World of Sherlock Holntesje hosted by the City and its infinitely varied denizens — and toegent in more

Explorers and the Sherlock Holmes Collections f®rio 8 July at
the Elmer L Andersen Library at the University ofriesota. Here,
for instance, are Philip S Hench on the concepdiath execution of
the Reichenbach plaque, Stephen G Palmer on Haméshe law,
John Bergquist on wine in the Canon, and Jack D #®yConan
Doyle as a medical author. Lovely stuff! (The Nogien Explorers
of Minnesota, Julie McKuras, 13512 Granada Ave, lapgalley,
MN 55124, USA; <mike9750@aol.com>; $25.00.)

Hounding the Hound of the Baskervilles: A Poetictfdt of the
Detective Noveby Yair Mazor (Goblin Fern Press, 6401 Odan
Road, Madison, WI 53719, USA; $12.95) is an unusaatl
penetrating study of the world’s most famous murdgstery. As a
distinguished scholar of Hebrew literature, thehautorings a fresh
eye and mind to this popular English language @atss not a big
book — 100 pages of fairly large type, illustrateith twenty-nine
pencil drawings whose relevance escapes me — Mhasitcaused
me to reconsider my former low opinion dhe Houndas a
detective story. Professor Mazor has noticed wlafesv others
have: how elegantly Conan Doyle devised his plot dow
cunningly he inserted verbal clues to guide theg@gtive reader to
the solution of the mystery. | should perhaps neentihat the
numbering of the notes irRlounding the Hounchas gone rather
awry, but that's a minor matter.

Four years ago, as | noted in the last issue, BoSepen and Peter
Ridgway Watt gave ushe Alternative Sherlock Holmehg fullest
survey yet of Holmesian pastiche and parody (see 23¥). Now
we haveParodies and Pastiches Buzzing 'Round Sir Arthun&@o
Doyle by Charles Press (The Battered Silicon Dispatch, BRO
Box 204, Shelburne, Ontario LON 1S0, Canada), wiitldies the
unofficial exploits that were published during Con®oyle's
lifetime. Mr Press considers the distinction betwesrody and
pastiche, and examines the qualities that make sexaeples
outstanding while others are merely good or meeiocior in some
cases downright awful. He also looks at Conan Dsyleactions,
and those of the reading public. His own writingetaxed, and he

depth the fascinating, flawed but triumphantly hantharacter of
the Edinburgh detectiv&&hadow of the Serpetekes McLevy into
the muddy and uncertain world of politics, in séaaf a brutal
murderer. InFall from Gracea murder investigation leads to more
and even darker crimes, all centring upon the tatalsic collapse
of the Tay Bridge in December 1879, in which nineailway
passengers and staff were killed. The stories @ckih the third
person, with occasional glimpses of an individuatfoughts,
including passages from McLevy’s diary. David Astifowriting is
excellent, his characters thoroughly convincingd &is narrative

agrabs you — | was going to say, by the throat — doekn’t let you

go. Quintin Jardine has said that the seeds ofittienal anti-hero
are there in the real-life James McLevy. David Asfg novels
prove him right.

Some exciting news from Jon LellenbeAythur Conan Doyle: A
Life in Letters (1 October: HarperPress, Westerhill Road,
Bishopbriggs, Glasgow G64 0QT; £25.00) will be B&&C Radio 4
Book of the Week, 24-28 September. Five 15-minatedings will
be broadcast at 9.45 am, drawn from chapters &8 vhen Conan
Doyle was a struggling young writer to when he Wagghted. If
you miss the broadcast, you can catch it over alieviing week at
<www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/arts/book_week.shtml>.

Catalogue 143 fronNigel Williams Rare Books (25 Cecil Court,
London WC2N 4HE; <nwrarebook@tcp.co.uk>) has s@oean
Doyle material.

It's good to note thaPeter Sallis best known these days flaist of
the Summer WinandWallace & Gromit,was awarded the OBE in
the Queen’s Birthday Honours. In 1965 he was Drabfatto Fritz
Weaver’'s Holmes in the Broadway musiBalker Street

A few of the Baker Street Irregulars are investaith whe names of
newspapers — ‘The Evening News’, ‘The Western MagriNews’,
‘The Pall Mall Gazette’, and ‘The Leeds Mercuryeter Calamai,
who holds that last title, is searching for a copyheMercury from
the period 1880-1903. If you can help him, pleasatact me.



[*There may well be copies out there. | now havéf Badozen
issues offhe Pall Mall Gazettehanks to the internet.*]

Scott Monty, in addition to théBaker Street Blogwhich you'll find

at <http://bakerstreetjournal.blogspot.com>, hakaborated with
Burt Wolder to set ug Hear of Sherlock Everywhera,podcast at
<www.ihearofsherlock.com>.[*It needs more powerful and
sophisticated equipment than | currently have at dmgposal,
alas.*]

Two touring productions ofhe Hound of the Baskervillésave now
closed, though Peter Egan tells me that there amesgo do more
with Clive Francis’ play in the autumn, and it I@oks if Peepolykus
may also tour further with theirs. Meanwhile theghiy-praised
company lllyria will start touring open-air venuegth another
production of The Hound Dates for July are: 13he Vyne,
Hampshire (0870 428 8933); Tdiveden, Maidenhead (0870 428
8933); 15East Riddlesden Hall Keighley (01535 683800); 17
Hawth Amphitheatre, Crawley (01293 553636); 1&scot
Country Park & Gardens, Exeter (01404 822188) 19anbury
Hall, Droitwich (01527 821214); 2E&rddig, Wrexham (01978
355314); 21Greys Court, Henley (0870 428 8933); 22landon
Park, Guildford (0870 240 4068); ZAonbridge Castle Tonbridge
(01732 770929); 25-26Tamworth Castle, Tamworth (01827

series, but it didn’t happen. Robin Midgley died th May, aged
seventy-two.

Peter Blau reports the death l8ans-Uno Bengtssoron 18 May.
‘He was Assistant Professor of Theoretical Physats Lund
University in Sweden, a former Assistant AssociBtefessor at
UCLA, and an enthusiastic Sherlockian: his artielppeared iThe
Baker Street Journain the 1980s and 1990s, and his analysis of
“The Depth Which the Parsley Had Sunk into the &tt{(which
was translated into English in the rec&aiandinavia and Sherlock
Holmeg is a fine example of his application of physieanonical
problems.

Periodicals received.he Arthur Conan Doyle Collection Lancelyn
Green Bequest Newsletter, Spring/Summer 2006 (Stephen Balily,
Head of Culture, Portsmouth City Council, Civic ©0#s, Guildhall
Walk, Portsmouth PO1 2AD; e-mail
<lancelyngreencollection@portsmouthcc.gov.uk>; whebsite is at
<www.conandoylecollection.co.uk>fpublished to coincide with
the official opening of the Collection on Fridaystawhich to my
regret | wasn't able to attend*|Bohemian Newsletter, no. 75, 76
and 77 Ceské spolénost Sherlocka HolmesgAle$ Kolodrubec,
MileSovska 1, 130 00 Praha 3, Czech Repubimmmunication,
no. 271 and 272The Pleasant Places of FloridaWanda & Jeff

709618); 27 Wallington, Northumberland (01670 773939); 28Dow, 1737 Santa Anna Drive, Dunedin, FL 34698, U$#he

Sunnycroft, Telford (01743 708162); 2Blam Houseg Richmond

former is one of the PPoF’s occasional parody issubis time of

(0870 428 8933); 3Castell Coch Cardiff (02920 880011). There's food and drink — and Wanda Dow contributes foufeety sound

more information at <www.illyria.uk.com>.
Peter Blau notes that those attendiNictorian Secrets and

recipes*].
The Illustrious Clients News, June 2007 The lllustrious Clients,

Edwardian Enigmaswill be able to see Charles Marowitz's playSteven T Doyle, 9 Calumet Court, Zionsville, IN Z&0 USA).
Sherlock’'s Last Cas@erformed by the University of Minnesota Ineffable Twaddle, June 2007 The Sound of the Baskervilles

Showboat Players, the best day being Friday 6 Jligir website is
at <www.showboat.umn.edu/sherlock.html>. The canfee site is
<www.tc.umn.edu/~berggq003/norwegianexplorers/200farence
.html>.

Thomas Wheeler is reported to be adapting his oawelnThe
Arcanum(Bantam, 2004) for production by Gold Circle FilrfiBhe
Arcanum’ is a secret society of occult investigafocomprising
Arthur Conan Doyle, H P Lovecraft, Harry Houdininda Marie

Terri Haugen, 3606 Harborcrest Court NW, Gig HarbWA 9832-
8981, USA).The Magic Door, Winter 2007 The Friends of the
Arthur Conan Doyle Collection, Doug Wrigglesworth, 16 Sunset
Street, Holland Landing, Ontario, Canada L9N 1H@Dayna
McCausland’s piece about Conan Doyle's 1894 visiToronto is
particularly interesting, and Peggy Perdue’s sholwsv some of
items in the collection help us to understand CoBaryle and his
family*].

Laveau[*who she?*], who ‘battle demons descending on New YorkMayday Mayday, June 2007The Crew of the SS May DayOscar

City, including a serial killer of angels’. Hm.
Stephen Doyle of Wessex Press has alerted rirectmn Gillette to

Ross, 19 Ardcarn Way, Belfast BT5 7RMlusgraves Mattersno. 1
(The Musgraves Rafe McGregor, 62 Willow Park Road,

Brett Il, the second weekend conference devoted to Sherlo¥kilberfoss, York YO41 5PS; <musgravesmatters@aoid*the

Holmes on stage, screen and radio. It'll be heldthet Hilton
Indianapolis North Hotel (8181 N Shadeland Averlandjanapolis,
Indiana) from 16 to 18 November. Speakers includettSAllen
Nollen (author ofSir Arthur Conan Doyle at the Cinepd erence
Faherty (Rathbone expert), David Stuart Davies &him White
(who need no gloss from me), and Julie McKuras tfEteiser
expert). Special guestre Jeremy Paul (dramatist: authorTdfe

first issue of the bimonthly on-line newsletter, ickh will
undoubtedly grow and grow*]Practice Notes, June 2007 The
Friends of Dr Watson, Nino Cirone, Highcroft Cottage, 14
Totteridge Common, London N20 8N[jythe Friends continue to
research the life and times of John H Watson, dedresults are
always of interest] The School Report, Summer 2007 The
Priory Scholars, Horace L Coates, 21 Butcombe Road, Leicester

Secret of Sherlock Holmesnd Patricia Garwood (actress: KatelE4 OFY).

Whitney in Granada’'3he Man with the Twisted LipYou can get
full details and a registration form at <www.wegs@ss.com> —
or contact Steve Doyle at <sdoyle221@sbcglobal.n&trere’s a
trailer at <www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLP20J5hqe0>.

The Scion, Spring 2007 The Musgraves Anne Jordan, Hallas
Lodge, Greenside Lane, Cullingworth, Bradford BDBAP)
[*among much else, some more good discussion obdyarnd
pastiche*].The Sherlock Holmes Journal, Summer 2007*my first

Tom Pocock who died on 7 May aged eighty-one, was a notabl§SUe as joint Hon. Ed. — please treat it kindlyFhe Solar Pons

naval historian and biographer, focussing partitylan the life and
times of Lord Nelson, and a distinguished jourrtatiis 1973 book

Gazette, June 2007 (Bob Byrne, <www.solarpons.corffthough
only available online, th&azette is proving a worthy successor to

London Walkswas one of the first to include Sherlock Holmes'sI he Pontine Dossier; thank you, Bob!*].Tonga Times, Summer

Baker Street. There's less of Holmes and Watson ¢hapecialist
might expect, but the enthusiasm, wit and knowleafgihe guide is
more than adequate compensation.

The directorRobin Midgley enjoyed a successful career in th

theatre, encompassing everything fro@dipus Tyrannuw Oliver!
— and on radio and television. In 1960, for the BB@ne Service,
he directed Carleton Hobbs and Norman Shelleyhe Valley of
Fear, followed in 1961 byrhe Hound of the Baskervilleand two
series of short stories for the Light Programmel@61-62. His
production of The Speckled Banéh the 1964 BBC TV series
Detective,with Douglas Wilmer and Nigel Stock, led to thendity

rememberedherlock Holmeseries of 1965. Douglas Wilmer has

said that he wanted Midgley to direct some of theyp in that

2007 (The Mini-Tonga Society, Jay Pearlman, 1656 E 19th Street,
#2-E, Brooklyn, NY 11229, USA}*I'm always impressed by the
miniature 221Bs created by the Mini-TongasFhe Whaling News,
May 2007 and June 200THe Harpooners of the Sea Unicorn

®Michael E Bragg, PO Box 256, St Charles, MO 633236&) USA).

And Scuttlebutt from the Spermaceti Press, April 2007 (Peter E
Blau, 7103 Endicott Court, Bethesda, MD 20817-44QEA,
<blau7103@comcast.net>).
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