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electronically free of charge, as a Word attachment or as plain 
text.  
Mollie Hardwick,  who died on 13 December at the age of eighty-
eight, was a prolific author, particularly of novels based on popular 
television series, such as Upstairs Downstairs and The Duchess of 
Duke Street . Sherlockians honour her for her collaborations with 
her late husband Michael: The Sherlock Holmes Companion, a 
radio biography The Man Who Was Sherlock Holmes, a book of the 
same title, three volumes of plays based upon the Canon, eight 
scripts recorded by Robert Hardy and Nigel Stock, a couple of the 
scripts for the 1968 BBC TV series with Peter Cushing, and a 
dazzling novelisation of Billy Wilder’s bitter-sweet comedy The 
Private Life of Sherlock Holmes .  

Martin Booth,  author of a notable biography The Doctor, the 
Detective and Arthur Conan Doyle, died on 12 February aged only 
fifty-nine. He was a formidable novelist ( Industry of Souls was 
short-listed for the Booker Prize) and poet, with a strong interest in 
exploration and conservation. The actor Russell Hunter died on 26 
February, eight days after his seventy-ninth birthday. He will 
always be associated with his character Lonely in the secret agent 
series Callan, but the Independent notes that he was revered as a 
legend of Scottish theatre. He contributed outstanding cameos to 
the 1984 Peter Cushing vehicle The Masks of Death (as Alfred 
Coombs) and Granada TV’s 1988 production of Silver Blaze (as 
Silas Brown). On the same day Harry Bartell died aged ninety-
one. His long acting career, mainly in radio, included a stint as 
announcer on The New Adventures of Sherlock Holmes with 
Rathbone and Bruce in 1945-46.  

The sixth volume in The Sherlock Holmes Reference Library edited 
by Leslie S Klinger is The Sign of Four (Gasogene Books, PO Box 
69308, Indianapolis, IN 46268, USA; $19.95). I need hardly say 
that the editor’s standards are as high as ever. The text is carefully 
chosen from the various editions, with significant differences noted, 
and the annotations present scholarship gathered from an 
astonishing range of sources, Sherlockian and other. Mr Klinger is 
perceptive and has a nice dry wit (just how did Holmes address a 
telegram to his ‘dirty little lieutenant, Wiggins’?) but, rightly, he 
doesn’t side with one commentator against another. Personally I do 
not find Madeline B Stern’s argument that Holmes was a rare book 
collector convincing — the evidence suggests otherwise — and I 
have no idea of Leslie Klinger’s opinion on the matter, but he is 
quite right to give several quotations from Ms Stern’s monograph. 
In his introduction Bernard Davies assesses the importance of this 
second published exploit of Sherlock Holmes, relishes his own 
involvement with the story over the years, and solves a mystery that 
has exercised many minds, of the Sikhs with the impossible names. 
The book is not free of typos — Jonathan Small’s name is spelt 
‘Jonathon’ in the page headings to chapter XII — but that is a 
minor fault. Leslie Klinger is, as John Bennett Shaw used to say, a 
benefactor of the race, and so are the proprietors of Gasogene 
Books.  

New from the same publisher is volume one of Serpentine Muse-
ings: An Anthology from the Journal of the Adventuresses of 
Sherlock Holmes edited by Susan Z Diamond and Marilynne 

McKay ($19.95). The Serpentine Muse, though not perhaps one of 
the essential four or five Sherlockian journals, has always been 
distinguished by a wit and irreverence that reflect the origin and 
nature of the ASH. After a foreword by Evelyn Herzog, the 
Principal Unprincipled Adventuress, the editors’ introduction gives 
an admirably concise and comprehensive account of the society and 
its organ. After that, the content is divided into seven sections, 
beginning, naturally, with ‘The Woman’ and continuing with ‘The 
Master’, ‘The Good Doctor’, ‘The Other Woman’ (i.e. Mrs 
Hudson), ‘Other Ladies’, ‘Other Gentlemen’ and ‘Villains’. The 
contributions, by a total of forty-seven writers, cover authentic 
research, humour, parody, pastiche, interviews, toasts and a few 
oddities, such as Gahan Wilson’s apology for non-attendance at an 
ASH dinner. Yes, Gahan Wilson. The famous cartoonist and author 
is one of several male contributors, some others being Henry W 
Enberg, Joe Fink, Al Gregory, Philip Shreffler, Thom Utecht and 
Ben Vizoskie. But overwhelmingly this book is the product of the 
Adventuresses themselves, who, with one living exception (Peter 
Blau) are all female. Here, among others, are Linda Anderson, 
Marie Gibb, Sarah Montague Joffe, Kate Karlson, Julie McKuras, 
Teddie Niver, Trish Pearlman, Dorothy Belle Pollack, Shirley 
Purves, Susan Rice, M E Rich, Marina Stajic, Jean Upton — and 
Rosalie Williams, who wrote her own account of life as Mrs 
Hudson. This is a book to dip into, because no matter which page 
you choose you’ll find something to enjoy. Both Serpentine Muse-
ings volume one and The Sign of Four are available from the 
publishers. Postage is $3.95 within the USA and $5.95 elsewhere; 
add 75¢ for each book after the first.#  

Karen Murdock is rapidly becoming a major player in the world of 
Sherlockiana, with contributions to The Sherlock Holmes Almanac 
(The Battered Silicon Dispatch Box, PO Box, Shelburne, Ontario 
L0N1S0, Canada; $36.00), informed postings to The Hounds of 
the Internet, and continuing work on gathering all Vincent 
Starrett’s Sherlockian writings into one volume. Good for the 
Cause: Sherlockians in the Newspapers (Bootmaker Occasional 
Paper Number Four, January 2004) is an informative and hugely 
entertaining 20-page booklet, the result of intensive research among 
John Bennett Shaw’s scrapbooks in the Sherlock Holmes 
Collections at the University of Minnesota. If you’re curious to 
know how we and our hobby appear to the press, especially the 
American press, Good for the Cause is an excellent introduction. 
Copies can be had from Karen Murdock (1212 Yale Avenue 
Southeast, Minneapolis, MN 55414-3123, USA) for $7.00 
including postage; US dollar checks or bills only, please.  

Thanks to the generosity of Hugo Koch I have one spare copy, 
available free to the first applicant within the UK, of his latest 
monograph, Where Is ‘Baker Street West’? A Prolegomenon to the 
Identification of Ellery Queen’s West 87th Street Brownstone: A 
Tribute to Gray Chandler Briggs . Hugo’s candidate seems to me 
to be definitive.  

Michael Cox and Phil Attwell have both sent copies of an offer for 
a handsome nine-volume edition of The Sherlock Holmes 
Collection in slipcase, priced at £45.00 from BCA or The Softback 
Preview, both at Guild House, Farnsby Street, Swindon SN99 
9XX.  

Two new titles from Gryphon Books (PO Box 209, Brooklyn, NY 
11228-0209, USA): Souvenirs of Sherlock Holmes: Collected 
Articles on the Canon and the Pastiches by Gary Lovisi, featuring 



illustrations of many covers of rare and collectable volumes 
($15.00; Mr Lovisi will gladly sign copies upon request) and 
Sherlock Holmes & The Terror Out Of Time by Ralph Vaughan, in 
which Holmes joins Professor Challenger to fight the minions of 
Cthulhu ($15.00).  

Reported by Peter Blau: Sherlock Holmes: Some Unpublished 
Cases by Robert A Kisch (The Institution of Diagnostic Engineers, 
7 Wier Road, Kibworth, Leicester LE8 0LQ; £9.99 plus postage). 
There’s a website at www.diagnosticengineers.com.  

There are new catalogues available from Janus Books (PO Box 
40787, Tucson, AZ 85717, USA; website janusbooks.com) and 
Nigel Williams Rare Books (25 Cecil Court, London WC2N 4HE; 
nwrarebook@tcp.co.uk).  

You may be in time to catch Aubrey Hampton’s play Sherlock & 
Shaw: The Adventure of the Missing Vampire Diaries at The 
Gorilla Theatre (4419 N Hubert Avenue, Tampa, FL 33614, USA; 
phone 813 879 2914), which runs until Sunday 24 March.  

Undershaw, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s house at Hindhead in 
Surrey, is now a hotel and restaurant. The report in the Independent 
for 7 February was not wholly favourable. ‘A fishless fishcake, 
where salt was the only recognisable taste’ ... ‘We were subjected 
to REO Speedwagon at a volume similar to, well, an ice rink’ ... 
‘My breast of duck was too rare, and, like the chicken, not properly 
hot. It was as if the entire contents of the Undershaw kitchen was 
being warmed over in a hostess trolley’ ... It sounds like one to 
avoid.  

At 3.00 pm on Saturday 3 April The Friends of the Arthur Conan 
Doyle Collection present the 2004 Cameron Hollyer Lecture, 
which will be given by Maureen Jennings, author of a well-received 
series of crime novels set in Victorian Toronto, featuring William 
Murdoch. The venue is the Elizabeth Beeton Auditorium at the 
Toronto Public Library, 789 Yonge Street. Admission is free.  

A reminder that the Chicago ‘Silver Blaze’ will see its 45 th annual 
running on Saturday 17 April at Hawthorne Race Course, and that 
the STUD-Watsonian Weekend will be held from 16 to 18 April, 
with the STUD dinner on the Friday at the Sheraton Four Points in 
Schiller Park — also the venue for the Fortescue Honours Brunch 
on the Sunday. For details, contact Allan Devitt and Susan 
Diamond at 16W603 Third Avenue, Bensenville, IL 60106-2327, 
USA. Or e-mail szdiamond@comcast.net.  

I’m sorry to say that Jean Upton and I have had to withdraw from A 
Practical Sherlockian Symposium on the US Constitution and 
Nation Building, with Observations on the Segregation of HM the 
Queen, to be held by Mycroft’s League at the National 
Constitution Center in Philadelphia on 8 May 2004. Speakers will, 
however, include Ben & Sue Vizoskie, Gideon Hill, Mark Rahdert, 
Daniel Stashower and, I think, Chris Redmond. For more 
information about the symposium, contact Gideon Hill 
onbridle@verizon.net.  

The 2004 Victorian Cricket Match between the Field Bizarre (the 
gentlemen of The Sherlock Holmes Society of London ) and the 
Gold Bats (the gentlemen of The P G Wodehouse Society ) will be 
held on Saturday 26 June at the wonderfully picturesque West 
Wycombe Cricket Ground in Buckinghamshire. Our Society’s 
captain, Peter Horrocks, is anxious to hear from prospective 
players. If you’re on for a day’s sporting fun, phone Peter on 020 
8786 6471, or contact him at minuetter@aol.com. West Wycombe 
Cricket Club has a website at www.ww-cc.org.uk.   

The Nashville Scholars of the Three Pipe Problem will discuss A 
Study in Scarlet on 20 March (Billy Fields, 902 Boscobel Street, 
Nashville, TN 37206-3730, USA). The next meeting of The 
Sherlock Holmes Society of London will be a magic lantern 
lecture on Victorian crime, at the Savage Club on Wednesday 24 
March. For information about the Society, contact Bob Ellis at 13, 
Crofton Avenue, Orpington, Kent BR6 8DU — or check the 
website at www.sherlock-holmes.org.uk. The Priory Scholars will 
discuss The Valley of Fear at their meeting on 28 March [*I find it 
extraordinary that Horace Coates can refer to this, the best by far 

of the long stories, as ‘the bottom of the barrel’! De gustibus non 
est disputandum, bit still ...*] (Horace L Coates, 21 Butcombe 
Road, Leicester LE4 0FY).  

On 6 April The Stormy Petrels of British Columbia will meet at 
the home of Peter and Audrey Wood to talk about ‘The Copper 
Beeches’ (Peter Wood, 201-1525, Pendrell Avenue, Vancouver, 
BC, Canada V6G 1S6) The Occupants of the Empty House will 
meet on 9 April at Alongi’s Restaurant to discuss ‘The Final 
Problem’ and ‘The Empty House’ (Stan Tinsley, PO Box 21, 
Zeigler, IL 62999, USA). On 12 April The Sound of the 
Baskervilles will hold their regular monthly meeting at T S 
McHugh’s (David Haugen, 3606 Harborcrest Court NW, Gig 
Harbor, WA 98332-8981, USA). The Nashville Scholars of the 
Three Pipe Problem meet again on 17 April (Billy Fields, 902 
Boscobel Street, Nashville, TN 37206-3730, USA).  

Periodicals received. The Sherlock Holmes Journal, Winter 2003, 
(The Sherlock Holmes Society of London ) [*this issue, rightly, 
includes many tributes to our late President Tony Howlett, as well 
as Nick Utechin and Guy Marriott on ‘The Politician, the 
Lighthouse and the Trained Cormorant’, and Jon Lellenberg on 
the first seventy years of The Baker Street Irregulars *]. The 
Petrel Flyer, Fall 2002, January-February 2003, Spring 2003, June 
2003, August 2003, Autumn 2003, January-February 2004 (The 
Stormy Petrels of British Columbia, Len Haffenden, 1026 West 
Keith Road, North Vancouver, BC, Canada V7P 3C6) [*one of the 
most stimulating and lively Sherlockian newsletter/journals; 
Michael Higgs’s geographical scholarship is outstanding*] . 3 
Pipe Problem Plugs and Dottles, February 2004 (The Nashville 
Scholars of the Three Pipe Problem, Kay Blocker, 
pkblocker@comcast.net) [*reprints Tennessee Governor Ned 
McWherter’s 1987 proclamation recognising the centenary of 
Sherlock Holmes’s first appearance in print*]. The Camden 
House Journal, February and March 2004 (The Occupants of the 
Empty House, Debbie Tinsley, PO Box 21, Zeigler, IL 62999, 
USA) [*William Cochran re-assesses the often overlooked case of 
‘The Reigate Squires’; he and Janet Bensley consider Irene Adler 
and Briony Lodge*].  

The Parallelogram, February 2004 (The Parallel Case of St 
Louis, Joseph J Eckrich, 914 Oakmoor, Fenton, MO 63026, USA) 
[*good ‘Notes on ‘The Adventure of the Noble Bachelor’’ by Ed 
Moorman, and none of Pasquale Accardo’s McGonagallesque 
limericks — Pat Accardo is a scholar but not, I submit, a poet*]. 
Tonga Times, Winter 2004 (The Mini-Tonga Society, Trish & Jay 
Pearlman, 1656 E 19th Street #2E, Brooklyn, NY 11229, USA) 
[*lovely colour photos of miniature 221B sitting-rooms by Peggy 
van Vlymen and Nancy Garcés, Sherry Rose-Bond’s sound advice 
on authentic re-creation, an interview with Tonga, and more*]. 
Ineffable Twaddle, March 2004 (The Sound of the Baskervilles, 
Terri Haugen, 3606 Harborcrest Court NW, Gig Harbor, WA 9832-
8981, USA) [*lots of interesting snippets, including the 
information that Arthur Conan Doyle acted in two silent movies, 
‘The $5,000,000 Counterfeiting Plot’ and the serial ‘Our Mutual 
Girl’!*]. The School Report, Spring Term 2004 (The Priory 
Scholars, Horace L Coates, 21 Butcombe Road, Leicester LE4 
0FY) [*Horace Coates continues his paper on the friendship of 
Holmes and Watson, and Ken Savery considers ‘The Retired 
Colourman’*]. Sherlockiana, nr. 1, 2004 (Sherlock Holmes 
Klubben i Danmark, Mia Stampe, Hellebaekgade 19, 3.tv, 2200 
Copenhagen N, Denmark) [*a report with colour photos on the 
dinner on 10 January; Jørgen Frørup looks at ‘The Final 
Problem’; Jens Byskov Jensen examines aspects of Holmes’s 
London ‘ and it’s all in Danish*].  

And, not least, the great Sherlockian newsletter Scuttlebutt from 
the Spermaceti Press, February 2004 (Peter E Blau, 7103 Endicott 
Court, Bethesda, MD 20817-4401, USA; pblau@dgsys.com).  
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