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McKay ($19.95).The Serpentine Musthough not perhaps one of
the essential four or five Sherlockian journalss l@ways been
distinguished by a wit and irreverence that reflénet origin and
nature of the ASH. After a foreword by Evelyn Hegzahe
Principal Unprincipled Adventuress, the editorgranluction gives
an admirably concise and comprehensive accouttea$aciety and

Mollie Hardwick, who died on 13 December at the age of eightylfS organ. After that, the content is divided irgeven sections,
eight, was a prolific author, particularly of noseddased on popular Peginning, naturally, witfiThe Woman’ and continuing with ‘The

television series, such &fpstairs Downstairand The Duchess of
Duke Street Sherlockians honour her for her collaborationthwi
her late husband Michaelfhe Sherlock Holmes Companiom,
radio biographyrhe Man Who Was Sherlock Holma&ook of the
same title, three volumes of plays based upon theof, eight
scripts recorded by Robert Hardy and Nigel Stockoaple of the
scripts for the 1968 BBC TV series with Peter Coghiand a
dazzling novelisation of Billy Wilder's bitter-sweeomedyThe
Private Life of Sherlock Holmes

Martin Booth, author of a notable biographyhe Doctor, the

Detective and Arthur Conan Doyldied on 12 February aged only

fifty-nine. He was a formidable novelistlfdustry of Soulsvas
short-listed for the Booker Prize) and poet, witstr@ng interest in
exploration and conservation. The adRurssell Hunter died on 26
February, eight days after his seventy-ninth bashdHe will
always be associated with his character Lonehhédecret agent

seriesCallan, but the Independent notes that he was revered a

legend of Scottish theatre. He contributed outstapn@ameos to
the 1984 Peter Cushing vehicldhe Masks of Deatlfas Alfred

Coombs) and Granada TV’s 1988 productionSifer Blaze(as

Silas Brown). On the same dé&iarry Bartell died aged ninety-
one. His long acting career, mainly in radio, img#d a stint as
announcer onThe New Adventures of Sherlock Holmeih

Rathbone and Bruce in 1945-46.

The sixth volume imhe Sherlock Holmes Reference Libradjted
by Leslie S Klinger isThe Sign of Fou(Gasogene Books, PO Box
69308, Indianapolis, IN 46268, USA; $19.95). | ndwddly say
that the editor's standards are as high as ever.t@xt is carefully
chosen from the various editions, with significdifterences noted,
and the annotations present scholarship gatheredn fan
astonishing range of sources, Sherlockian and oMeKlinger is
perceptive and has a nice dry wit (just how did ks address a
telegram to his ‘dirty little lieutenant, Wigging'dut, rightly, he
doesn't side with one commentator against anofhersonally | do
not find Madeline B Stern’s argument that Holmes waare book
collector convincing — the evidence suggests otfserw— and |
have no idea of Leslie Klinger's opinion on the tegtbut he is
quite right to give several quotations from Ms 8temonograph.
In his introduction Bernard Davies assesses th@itapce of this
second published exploit of Sherlock Holmes, relssthis own
involvement with the story over the years, and esla mystery that
has exercised many minds, of the Sikhs with theossjble names.
The book is not free of typos — Jonathan Small’'m@as spelt
‘Jonathon’ in the page headings to chapter XIl — that is a
minor fault. Leslie Klinger is, as John Bennett Bhssed to say, a
benefactor of the race, and so are the propriedbr&asogene
Books.

New from the same publisher is volume oneSefpentine Muse-
ings: An Anthology from the Journal of the Adveesses of

Master’, ‘The Good Doctor’, ‘The Other Woman’ (i.eMrs

Hudson), ‘Other Ladies’, ‘Other Gentlemen’ and fdihs’. The

contributions, by a total of forty-seven writerver authentic
research, humour, parody, pastiche, interviewsstsoand a few
oddities, such as Gahan Wilson’s apology for ndaeratance at an
ASH dinner. Yes, Gahan Wilson. The famous cartdams author
is one of several male contributors, some otheisgbElenry W

Enberg, Joe Fink, Al Gregory, Philip Shreffler, findJtecht and
Ben Vizoskie. But overwhelmingly this book is theoguct of the
Adventuresses themselves, who, with one living ptica (Peter
Blau) are all female. Here, among others, are LiAdaerson,

Marie Gibb, Sarah Montague Joffe, Kate KarlsonieJMcKuras,

Teddie Niver, Trish Pearlman, Dorothy Belle Pollackhirley

Purves, Susan Rice, M E Rich, Marina Stajic, JeptolJ — and

Rosalie Williams, who wrote her own account of lifs Mrs

Hudson. This is a book to dip into, because noenathich page
ou choose you'll find something to enjoy. B&lerpentine Muse-
n%s volume oneand The Sign of Fourare available from the
publishers. Postage is $3.95 within the USA an®%%lsewhere;
add 75¢ for each book after the first.#

Karen Murdock is rapidly becoming a major playettie world of
Sherlockiana, with contributions fthe Sherlock Holmes Almanac
(The Battered Silicon Dispatch Box, PO Box, ShafigurOntario
LON1SO, Canada; $36.00), informed postingsTte Hounds of
the Internet, and continuing work on gathering all Vincent
Starrett’'s Sherlockian writings into one volum@ood for the
Cause: Sherlockians in the NewspapéBootmaker Occasional
Paper Number Four, January 2004) is an informadivé hugely
entertaining 20-page booklet, the result of intemsesearch among
John Bennett Shaw's scrapbooks in the Sherlock E®Im
Collections at the University of Minnesota. If yoa’curious to
know how we and our hobby appear to the press,ceslyethe
American pressGood for the Causes an excellent introduction.
Copies can be had from Karen Murdock (1212 Yale nivee
Southeast, Minneapolis, MN 55414-3123, USA) for 0H7.
including postage; US dollar checks or bills omligase.

Thanks to the generosity of Hugo Koch | have onaresgopy,
available free to the first applicant within the UKf his latest
monographWhere Is ‘Baker Street West'? A Prolegomenon to the
Identification of Ellery Queen’s West 87th Streebvnstone: A
Tribute to Gray Chandler BriggsHugo’s candidate seems to me
to be definitive.

Michael Cox and Phil Attwell have both sent coppésn offer for

a handsome nine-volume edition ofhe Sherlock Holmes
Collectionin slipcase, priced at £45.00 from B@AThe Softback

Preview, both at Guild House, Farnsby Street, Senn®&N99

9XX.

Two new titles fromGryphon Books (PO Box 209, Brooklyn, NY
11228-0209, USA):Souvenirs of Sherlock Holmes: Collected

Sherlock Holmesedited by Susan Z Diamond and MarilynneArticles on the Canon and the PastichgsGary Lovisi, featuring



illustrations of many covers of rare and colleatablolumes
($15.00; Mr Lovisi will gladly sign copies upon ngest) and
Sherlock Holmes & The Terror Out Of Tirng Ralph Vaughan, in
which Holmes joins Professor Challenger to fighe thinions of
Cthulhu ($15.00).

of the long stories, as ‘the bottom of the barr@®# gustibus non
est disputandum, bit still ...*|Horace L Coates, 21 Butcombe
Road, Leicester LE4 OFY).

On 6 April The Stormy Petrels of British Columbiawill meet at
the home of Peter and Audrey Wood to talk aboute‘Topper

Reported by Peter BlauSherlock Holmes: Some UnpublishedBeeches' (Peter Wood, 201-1525, Pendrell Avenue)cWaver,

Casesby Robert A Kisch (The Institution of Diagnostic gineers,
7 Wier Road, Kibworth, Leicester LE8 OLQ; £9.99 plpostage).
There’s a website atww.diagnosticengineers.com

There are new catalogues available frdamus Books(PO Box
40787, Tucson, AZ 85717, USA; websi@nusbooks.cojnand
Nigel Williams Rare Books(25 Cecil Court, London WC2N 4HE;
nwrarebook@tcp.co.0k

You may be in time to catch Aubrey Hampton’s p&lyerlock &
Shaw: The Adventure of the Missing Vampire DiargésThe

BC, Canada V6G 1S6lhe Occupants of the Empty Housewill
meet on 9 April at Alongi's Restaurant to discu3$€e Final
Problem’ and ‘The Empty House' (Stan Tinsley, POxB&l1,
Zeigler, IL 62999, USA). On 12 AprilThe Sound of the
Baskervilles will hold their regular monthly meeting at T S
McHugh's (David Haugen, 3606 Harborcrest Court N®Gig
Harbor, WA 98332-8981, USA)The Nashville Scholars of the
Three Pipe Problemmeet again on 17 April (Billy Fields, 902
Boscobel Street, Nashville, TN 37206-3730, USA).

Gorilla Theatre (4419 N Hubert Avenue, Tampa, FL 33614, USA;Periodicals receivedihe Sherlock Holmes JournalWinter 2003,

phone 813 879 2914), which runs until Sunday 24ddar

Undershaw, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’'s house at Hirathen
Surrey, is now a hotel and restaurant. The repdtieé Independent
for 7 February was not wholly favourable. ‘A fiske fishcake,
where salt was the only recognisable taste’ ... Wéee subjected
to REO Speedwagon at a volume similar to, wellicnrink’ ...
‘My breast of duck was too rare, and, like the khit, not properly
hot. It was as if the entire contents of the Unidaws kitchen was
being warmed over in a hostess trolley’ ... It staitike one to
avoid.

At 3.00 pm on Saturday 3 ApfThe Friends of the Arthur Conan

Doyle Collection present the 2004 Cameron Hollyer Lecturegchglars

which will be given by Maureen Jennings, authoa efell-received
series of crime novels set in Victorian Torontaatéging William
Murdoch. The venue is the Elizabeth Beeton Auditoriat the
Toronto Public Library, 789 Yonge Street. Admissisfiree.

A reminder that the Chicago ‘Silver Blaze’ will si® 45 th annual
running on Saturday 17 April at Hawthorne Race Geuand that
the STUD-Watsonian Weekendwill be held from 16 to 18 April,
with the STUD dinner on the Friday at the Sherdtonr Points in
Schiller Park — also the venue for the Fortescuedtios Brunch
on the Sunday. For details, contact Allan Devittd aBusan
Diamond at 16W603 Third Avenue, Bensenville, IL 6612327,
USA. Or e-mailszdiamond@comcast.net

I'm sorry to say that Jean Upton and | have haditbdraw fromA
Practical Sherlockian Symposium on the US Conaiitutand
Nation Building, with Observations on the Segregatof HM the
Queen, to be held by Mycroft's League at the National
Constitution Center in Philadelphia on 8 May 208geakers will,
however, include Ben & Sue Vizoskie, Gideon HillaM Rahdert,
Daniel Stashower and, | think, Chris Redmond. Foorem
information about the symposium, contact
onbridle@verizon.net

The 2004 Victorian Cricket Match between the FiBidarre (the
gentlemen ofThe Sherlock Holmes Society of Londor) and the
Gold Bats (the gentlemen ©he P G Wodehouse Societywill be
held on Saturday 26 June at the wonderfully pictyue West
Wycombe Cricket Ground in Buckinghamshire. Our 8tcs
captain, Peter Horrocks, is anxious to hear fromspective
players. If you're on for a day’s sporting fun, pleoPeter on 020
8786 6471, or contact him gtinuetter@aol.comWest Wycombe
Cricket Club has a website \atvw.ww-cc.org.uk

The Nashville Scholars of the Three Pipe Problemill discussA

Study in Scarlebn 20 March (Billy Fields, 902 Boscobel Street,

Nashville, TN 37206-3730, USA). The next meeting Tie
Sherlock Holmes Society of Londonwill be a magic lantern
lecture on Victorian crime, at the Savage Club oedwésday 24
March. For information about the Society, contaobEEllis at 13,
Crofton Avenue, Orpington, Kent BR6 8DU — or chettie
website atwvww.sherlock-holmes.org.uR'he Priory Scholarswill
discussThe Valley of Feaat their meeting on 28 Mardhl find it
extraordinary that Horace Coates can refer to thie best by far

(The Sherlock Holmes Society of Londor) [*this issue, rightly,
includes many tributes to our late President Toromtett, as well
as Nick Utechin and Guy Marriott on ‘The Politiciarthe
Lighthouse and the Trained Cormorant’, and Jon ¢mllerg on
the first seventy years dfhe Baker Street Irregulars?]. The
Petrel Flyer, Fall 2002, January-February 2003, Spring 2003 Jun
2003, August 2003, Autumn 2003, January-Februa®42@he
Stormy Petrels of British Columbia, Len Haffenden, 1026 West
Keith Road, North Vancouver, BC, Canada V7P 3@6éne of the
most stimulating and lively Sherlockian newslejpeirhals;
Michael Higgs's geographical scholarship is outsdamg*] . 3
Pipe Problem Plugs and Dottlessebruary 2004 The Nashville
of the Three Pipe Problem Kay Blocker,
pkblocker@comcast.net [*reprints Tennessee Governor Ned
McWherter's 1987 proclamation recognising the ceatgy of
Sherlock Holmes'’s first appearance in print*lthe Camden
House Journal,Februaryand March 2004 The Occupants of the
Empty House, Debbie Tinsley, PO Box 21, Zeigler, IL 62999,
USA) [*William Cochran re-assesses the often overlookase of
‘The Reigate Squires’; he and Janet Bensley condidae Adler
and Briony Lodge*].

The Parallelogram, February 2004 The Parallel Case of St
Louis, Joseph J Eckrich, 914 Oakmoor, Fenton, MO 630ZAU
[*good ‘Notes on ‘The Adventure of the Noble Baohtlby Ed
Moorman, and none of Pasquale Accardo’s McGonagglie
limericks— Pat Accardo is a scholar but not, | submit, a ppet
Tonga TimesWinter 2004 The Mini-Tonga Society, Trish & Jay
Pearlman, 1656 E 19th Street #2E, Brooklyn, NY Bl123SA)
[*lovely colour photos of miniature 221B sittingams by Peggy
van Vlymen and Nancy Garcés, Sherry Rose-Bondsdsadvice
on authentic re-creation, an interview with Tongmd more*].
Ineffable Twaddle,March 2004 The Sound of the Baskervilles,

Gideon | HilTerri Haugen, 3606 Harborcrest Court NW, Gig HarbgA 9832-

8981, USA) [*lots of interesting snippets, including the
information that Arthur Conan Doyle acted in twdesi movies,
‘The $5,000,000 Counterfeiting Plot’ and the seri@ur Mutual
Girl''™]. The School Report Spring Term 2004 The Priory
Scholars, Horace L Coates, 21 Butcombe Road, Leicester LE4
OFY) [*Horace Coates continues his paper on the friendsbf
Holmes and Watson, and Ken Savery considers ‘ThigeRe
Colourman™]. Sherlockiana, nr. 1, 2004 $herlock Holmes
Klubben i Danmark, Mia Stampe, Hellebaekgade 19, 3.tv, 2200
Copenhagen N, Denmarl)a report with colour photos on the
dinner on 10 January; Jgrgen Frgrup looks at ‘Thendf
Problem’; Jens Byskov Jensen examines aspects theds
London ‘ and it's all in Danish*].

And, not least, the great Sherlockian newsle®euttlebutt from
the Spermaceti Pres§;ebruary 2004 (Peter E Blau, 7103 Endicott
Court, Bethesda, MD 20817-4401, US#ilau@dgsys.com



